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About the Journal
Overview

Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences & Humanities is the official journal of Universiti Putra Malaysia. It
is an open-access online scientific journal. It publishes original scientific outputs. It neither accepts nor
commissions third party content.

Recognised internationally as the leading peer-reviewed interdisciplinary journal devoted to the
publication of original papers, it serves as a forum for practical approaches to improve quality in issues
pertaining to social and behavioural sciences as well as the humanities.

Pertanika Journal of Social Science & Humanities is a quarterly (March, June, September, and December)
periodical that considers for publication original articles as per its scope. The journal publishes in English
as well as in Bahasa Malaysia and it is open for submission by authors from all over the world.

The journal is available world-wide.

Aims and scope

Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences & Humanities aims to develop as a pioneer journal for the social
sciences with a focus on emerging issues pertaining to the social and behavioural sciences as well as the
humanities. Areas relevant to the scope of the journal include Social Sciences—accounting, anthropology,
archaeology and history, architecture and habitat, consumer and family economics, economics,
education, finance, geography, law, management studies, media and communication studies, political
sciences and public policy, population studies, psychology, sociology, technology management, and
tourism; Humanities—arts and culture, dance, historical and civilisation studies, language and linguistics,
literature, music, philosophy, religious studies, and sports.

History

Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences & Humanities was founded in 1993 and focuses on research in social
and behavioural sciences as well as the humanities and its related fields.

Vision

To publish journal of international repute.

Mission

Our goal is to bring the highest quality research to the widest possible audience.

Quality

We aim for excellence, sustained by a responsible and professional approach to journal publishing.
Submissions can expect to receive a decision within 120 days. The elapsed time from submission to
publication for the articles averages 180 days. We are working towards decreasing the processing time
with the help of our editors and the reviewers.

Abstracting and indexing of Pertanika

Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences & Humanities is now over 27 years old; this accumulated knowledge
and experience has resulted the journal being abstracted and indexed in SCOPUS (Elsevier), Clarivate
Web of Science (ESCI), EBSCO, DOAJ, Agricola, ASEAN CITATION INDEX, ISC, Microsoft Academic, Google
Scholar, and MyCite.
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Citing journal articles

The abbreviation for Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences & Humanities is Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum.

Publication policy

Pertanika policy prohibits an author from submitting the same manuscript for concurrent consideration
by two or more publications. It prohibits as well publication of any manuscript that has already been
published either in whole or substantial part elsewhere. It also does not permit publication of manuscript
that has been published in full in proceedings.

Code of Ethics

The Pertanika journals and Universiti Putra Malaysia take seriously the responsibility of all of its journal
publications to reflect the highest publication ethics. Thus, all journals and journal editors are expected
to abide by the journal’s codes of ethics. Refer to Pertanika’s Code of Ethics for full details, or visit the
journal’s web link at: http://www.pertanika.upm.edu.my/code_of ethics.php

Originality

The author must ensure that when a manuscript is submitted to Pertanika, the manuscript must be an
original work. The author should check the manuscript for any possible plagiarism using any program such
as Turn-It-In or any other software before submitting the manuscripts to the Pertanika Editorial Office,
Journal Division.

All submitted manuscripts must be in the journal’s acceptable similarity index range:
< 20% — PASS; > 20% — REJECT.

International Standard Serial Number (ISSN)

An ISSN is an 8-digit code used to identify periodicals such as journals of all kinds and on all media—print
and electronic.

Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities: e-ISSN 2231-8534 (Online).

Lag time

A decision on acceptance or rejection of a manuscript is reached in 120 days (average). The elapsed time
from submission to publication for the articles averages 180 days.

Authorship

Authors are not permitted to add or remove any names from the authorship provided at the time of initial
submission without the consent of the journal’s Chief Executive Editor.

Manuscript preparation

Most scientific papers are prepared according to a format called IMRAD. The term represents the first
letters of the words Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, And Discussion. IMRAD is simply a
more ‘defined’ version of the “IBC” (Introduction, Body, Conclusion) format used for all academic writing.
IMRAD indicates a pattern or format rather than a complete list of headings or components of research
papers; the missing parts of a paper are: Title, Authors, Keywords, Abstract, Conclusions, References, and
Acknowledgement. Additionally, some papers include Appendices. For manuscripts in Bahasa Malaysia,
the title, abstract and keywords should be written in both English and Bahasa Malaysia.
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The Introduction explains the scope and objective of the study in the light of current knowledge on the
subject; the Materials and Methods describes how the study was conducted; the Results section reports
what was found in the study; and the Discussion section explains meaning and significance of the results
and provides suggestions for future directions of research. The manuscript must be prepared according
to the journal’s Instruction to Authors (http://www.pertanika.upm.edu.my/Resources/regular_issues/
Regular_lssues_Instructions_to_Authors.pdf).

Editorial process

Authors who complete any submission are notified with an acknowledgement containing a manuscript
ID on receipt of a manuscript, and upon the editorial decision regarding publication.

Pertanika follows a double-blind peer -review process. Manuscripts deemed suitable for publication are
sent to reviewers. Authors are encouraged to suggest names of at least 3 potential reviewers at the time
of submission of their manuscripts to Pertanika, but the editors will make the final selection and are not,
however, bound by these suggestions.

Notification of the editorial decision is usually provided within 120 days from the receipt of manuscript.
Publication of solicited manuscripts is not guaranteed. In most cases, manuscripts are accepted
conditionally, pending an author’s revision of the material.

As articles are double-blind reviewed, material that may identify authorship of the paper should be
placed only on page 2 as described in the first-4-page format in Pertanika’s Instruction to Authors (http://
www.pertanika.upm.edu.my/Resources/regular_issues/Regular_Issues_Instructions_to_Authors.pdf).

The journal’s peer review

In the peer review process, 2 or 3 referees independently evaluate the scientific quality of the submitted
manuscripts. At least 2 referee reports are required to help make a decision.

Peer reviewers are experts chosen by journal editors to provide written assessment of the strengths and
weaknesses of written research, with the aim of improving the reporting of research and identifying the
most appropriate and highest quality material for the journal.

Operating and review process

What happens to a manuscript once it is submitted to Pertanika? Typically, there are 7 steps to the
editorial review process:

1. The journal’s Chief Executive Editor and the Editor-in-Chief examine the paper to determine
whether it is relevance to journal needs in terms of novelty, impact, design, procedure,
language as well as presentation and allow it to proceed to the reviewing process. If not
appropriate, the manuscript is rejected outright and the author is informed.

2. The Chief Executive Editor sends the article-identifying information having been removed, to
2 to 3 reviewers. They are specialists in the subject matter of the article. The Chief Executive
Editor requests that they complete the review within 3 weeks.

Comments to authors are about the appropriateness and adequacy of the theoretical or
conceptual framework, literature review, method, results and discussion, and conclusions.
Reviewers often include suggestions for strengthening of the manuscript. Comments to the
editor are in the nature of the significance of the work and its potential contribution to the
research field.

3. The Editor-in-Chief examines the review reports and decides whether to accept or reject
the manuscript, invite the authors to revise and resubmit the manuscript, or seek additional
review reports. In rare instances, the manuscript is accepted with almost no revision. Almost
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without exception, reviewers’ comments (to the authors) are forwarded to the authors. If a
revision is indicated, the editor provides guidelines to the authors for attending to the reviewers’
suggestions and perhaps additional advice about revising the manuscript.

The authors decide whether and how to address the reviewers’ comments and criticisms and
the editor’s concerns. The authors return a revised version of the paper to the Chief Executive
Editor along with specific information describing how they have addressed the concerns of the
reviewers and the editor, usually in a tabular form. The authors may also submit a rebuttal if there
is a need especially when the authors disagree with certain comments provided by reviewers.

The Chief Executive Editor sends the revised manuscript out for re-review. Typically, at least 1 of
the original reviewers will be asked to examine the article.

When the reviewers have completed their work, the Editor-in-Chief examines their comments
and decides whether the manuscript is ready to be published, needs another round of revisions,
or should be rejected. If the decision is to accept, the Chief Executive Editor is notified.

The Chief Executive Editor reserves the final right to accept or reject any material for publication,
if the processing of a particular manuscript is deemed not to be in compliance with the S.0.P. of
Pertanika. An acceptance notification is sent to all the authors.

The editorial office ensures that the manuscript adheres to the correct style (in-text citations,
the reference list, and tables are typical areas of concern, clarity, and grammar). The authors
are asked to respond to any minor queries by the editorial office. Following these corrections,
page proofs are mailed to the corresponding authors for their final approval. At this point, only
essential changes are accepted. Finally, the manuscript appears in the pages of the journal and
is posted on-line.
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Foreword

Welcome to the fourth issue of 2022 for the Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities
(PJSSH)!

PJSSH is an open-access journal for studies in Social Sciences and Humanities published by
Universiti Putra Malaysia Press. It is independently owned and managed by the university for the
benefit of the world-wide science community.

This issue contains 29 articles: a review article; a case study; a short communication; and the rest
are regular articles. The authors of these articles come from different countries namely Chile,
China, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines,
Qatar, Qatar, Thailnd, United Arab Emirates and United State of America.

A selected article from the scope of population studies, titled “Supporting the Elderly: The
“Kenang Budi” Concept within the Malay Society in Malaysia” examines the types of support
given by the children in the practice of the “kenang budi” (literally, in English, grateful) concept
by analyzing the data gathered from 327 elderly in Pahang, Malaysia. This article highlights the
element of “kenang budi” in the Malay community, especially in the context of doing a good or
responsible attitude towards elderly parents, similar to the concept of filial piety practiced in
Chinese society in Southeast Asia. Details of this study are available on page 1881.

Aregular article titled “Materialism and Big-Five Personality Traits Shaping Low-Income University
Students’ Compulsive Online-Buying Behavior” sought to investigate the influence of materialistic
behavior and the Big-Five personality traits on the compulsive online-buying behavior of university
students from low-income families. This study shows materialism, neuroticism, and extraversion
exhibited a direct positive influence on the compulsive online-buying behavior of the students.
The detailed information of this article is presented on page 1931.

Maria Jesus Rosado-Garcia and colleagues provide a critical revision of the development of
painting art and the engineering of bridges in the first half of the 20th century, in their article
entitled “The Artistic Vanguards and the Bridges: Innovation and Transversality of Engineering
and Other Arts”. The study shows that The transversality of art and engineering is key to the
innovation process. Further details of the study can be found on page 2037.

In the last 12 months, of all the manuscripts peer-reviewed, 15% were accepted. This seems to
be the trend in PJSSH.



We anticipate that you will find the evidence presented in this issue to be intriguing, thought-
provoking and useful in reaching new milestones in your own research. Please recommend the
journal to your colleagues and students to make this endeavour meaningful.

All the papers published in this edition underwent Pertanika’s stringent peer-review process
involving a minimum of two reviewers comprising internal as well as external referees. This was to
ensure that the quality of the papers justified the high ranking of the journal, which is renowned
as a heavily-cited journal not only by authors and researchers in Malaysia but by those in other
countries around the world as well.

We would also like to express our gratitude to all the contributors, namely the authors, reviewers,
Editor-in-Chief and Editorial Board Members of PISSH, who have made this issue possible.

PISSH is currently accepting manuscripts for upcoming issues based on original qualitative or
guantitative research that opens new areas of inquiry and investigation.

Chief Executive Editor
Prof. Ir. Dr. Mohd Sapuan Salit
executive_editor.pertanika@upm.edu.my
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ABSTRACT

With millions of people segregating around the globe, Coronavirus stands truly a global
event. It ranges to the trajectories of states with miserable and wrecked health care systems.
The transmission is aided by the wide-ranging response from the policy planning and state
organizations. Experts are aware of the sternness and contamination of the infectious disease
and its disastrous consequences that desire for inoculation of Artificial Intelligence (Al).
The absence of an Al policy rejoinder may lead to increased fatalities for weathering the
storm. Despite the wide range of responses, the up-to-date policy needs an organized way
to track the inflexibility of state-run organizations’ frameworks to attain the objectives of
Al organizational policy response. The study’s objectives include including key national
institutions to understand perceptions and motivations to challenge the event of COVID-19
through common grounds of Artificial Intelligence. The data is obtained through an
online survey from the foreign office, health care services, inter-coordination ministries,

and science and technology ministry. The
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paper has unfolded the useless directions,
impractical steps, uncertainty, ineffective
communication, and social protection,
which led to the rapid spread of infection.
Refining each health indicator and reducing
the progression of the pandemic through
the Al archetype is conceivable only when
officialdoms employ the Al-based approach.
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INTRODUCTION

In December 2019, an infectious disease,
Coronavirus, was caused by a new virus
that shocked the world in a few minutes,
days, and months. The disease led to
respiratory symptoms of illness with trouble
breathing (X. Wang et al., 2020). The
intervention suggested by the social and
medical scientists includes social distancing,
cleanliness, washing hands, and minimum
level of interaction of body parts with the
face (Zhu et al., 2020). As an infected person
or individual sneezes/coughs, it spreads
the virus while contacting other human
community members. Even the surface of
the object with the infectious virus may
spread for the individual to touch or interact
with (Guan et al., 2020). The most qualified
resolution against the virus is to reduce
social meetings at the individual, official,
or community level. It resulted in the
imposition of ‘lockdown’ in most regions
across the globe (Huang et al., 2020). It has
become a preferred practice for people to
remain distant.

The activation of the virus is a bigger
challenge for communities worldwide.
Those trying to respond under the prescribed
direction failed to justify their intervention.
The struggle for intervention is still in
the process of development (Holshue
et al., 2020). However, the important
aspect as unfolded through this virus is
the serious flaw in institutional capacity
and policy response of the state-to-state
organizations like foreign offices, health,
and education (Perlman, 2020; D. Wang
et al., 2020). Instead of blending this
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phenomenon, a matter of geo-political or a
tool of international politics, the global and
state external affairs departments should
have taken certain emergency measures. It
reflects the non-serious attitude of leading
powers and states like Italy, the United
States, and the United Kingdom (Wu et
al., 2020). At the same time, the infectious
disease extended the need for effective
organizational change and policy response,
which seems nowhere in the recent crises.
The same is the case for developing
countries where states like Pakistan are at
high risk of not following precautionary
measures. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA) is the primary agency in tackling
external affairs, and its response requires a
comprehensive review (Chung et al., 2020).
Institutional change, as underlined, is a path-
dependent phenomenon that is a process
of comprehending the policy according
to the situation at hand (Phan et al., 2020;
Sparrow, 2020). The ‘Joint Humanitarian-
COVID-19 Framework’ approach is
applied in the context of impending the
issue of COVID-19. The staffs of MOFA
in various categories like delegations,
headquarters, and appointed officials at
embassies of member states, are part of
the process (World Health Organization,
2019). Further, inclusive coordination
with international organizations like World
Health Organization (WHO) and attached
humanitarian agencies is the prerogative
of Pakistan’s foreign policy. The most
important aspect of this framework is
the inclusion of national counterparts
(key national institutions) to understand
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each other’s perceptions, objectives, and
motivations for action through common
ground (Dareini, 2020).

LITERATURE REVIEW AND
HYPOTHESIS DEVELOPMENT

The specific tools are meant for individual
and organizational change (Karabag,
2020). It is followed by a strategy where
concepts and methods are implied to achieve
objectives (Richards, 2019). Memes are
a significant aspect of self-replication for
fulfilling foundational change as it enhances
the organization’s health. The emergence
of crises COVID-19 triggers institutional
change for state-oriented organizations like
MOFA.

Causal Layered Analysis

Management of the institutional response
is reflected using layered causal analysis
(CLA). The analysis tools used in this
study are formulated by Inayatullah (1998)
for application during issues of pandemics
and disasters of similar nature. Scholars
and authors have used the issue under
pandemic conditions where the processes
of communication among key stakeholders
amalgamated to resolve the crisis of the
pandemic at hand. In Figure 1, four phases
and layers of the analysis are incorporated
as the change occurs in institutional
mechanisms to respond to the pandemic
disaster (Farrow, 2019; Scheele et al.,
2018). The edging of problems is interlinked
with the indicators of analysis that include
metaphor, worldview, system, and litany
(Horne & Boland, 2020).

First Layer (Litany)

* Emergence of COVID-19
* MoFA Official Policy

Second Layer
Systematic Causes

¢ Change Occur
* Measurment of Crisis

Third Layer
Global View

* Response
Meetings/Interaction

« Stakeholders-Strategy (Lock-
Down, Partial Economic
Activity)

Fourth Layer

\ \ Possible Scenerio & Reposne

« Strategic Humanitarian
Decision Making

« Austere Containement
Measures

Figure 1. Government policy responses in the context of institutional change through causal layered model

Source: Farrow (2019)
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JOINT HUMANITARIAN COVID-19
DEVELOPMENT

Pakistan needs a traditional humanitarian
response. The National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), which provides services
including the humanities and development
programs, is assigned to key government

National

units. Food is an intersecting issue, and
altitude is one of the key indicators of
COVID-19 monitoring in Figure 2 (Hendkl
& Webersik, 2014). The mandate to develop,
plan and coordinate health policy within the
government belongs to the Department of
Nutrition of the Ministry of Health.

- - Regional Global
N o%Cns;salgeg?ﬁcatlon o Joint Analysis of Health Insecurity Identfiaction of Policy Response,
dIgeted TUIIC world action Plan
{ MOFA } ‘ SAARC, SCO, ASEAN ‘
Permanent Members of UN,
‘ Law-Enforcement Agencies ‘ ‘ Bi-lateral & Tri-lateral Members WHO, WTO
‘ Health Care Services/NCC ‘

Figure 2. Joint Humanitarian COVID-19 Development Framework

Source: Henokl and Webersik (2014)

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

The institutional change is the key
development in Coronavirus’s recent
challenge, which implies the actions
considered for immediate purposes. Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) having standard
interaction with world communities through
the department concerned is eventful to
crisis management of COVID-19 (Salehi
et al., 2020). This cell is to facilitate the
Pakistani diaspora abroad and update the
system in measurements taken to combat the
virus. However, the challenge of the global
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pandemic is accelerating, and the demand
for addressing the key institutional changes
is in cooperation with the staff and senior
management (Chen et al., 2020).

The culture, beliefs, values, and social
norms may decrease the change process, but
it needs to be understood effectively. The
classification of institutional change is based
on the small- and large-scale interventions.
In Figure 3, the Causal Layered Analysis
(Social Science Method) of the COVID-19
crisis reflects that policymakers are playing
their part in decreasing the acceleration of
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the virus (Farrow, 2019; Haigh, 2016; Osa
& Hanatani, 2018; Richards, 2019).

The crisis reflects that organized nations
are easily overcome because of the quality
education departed to the people at lower
and higher levels (Chohan, 2020). Despite
the dreary response of the Pakistani nation,
certain measures on behalf of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs are to be part of reducing
the tension and fear in the citizen’s minds.
It proposes as follows:

H1: Faster Change in the institution
substantially influences social and biotic
crises.

Here it requires the training and
updating of the staff of MOFA to be ready
to interact/support patients and people of
the Pakistani diaspora abroad (Khan et
al., 2020). The information and necessary
data must be passed to the concerned
organizations dealing with the post-
COVID-19 scenario, both socially and
economically. A comprehensive framework
and action plan should be prepared in line
with the inclusive approach and input of
key stakeholders like health services, law

enforcement agencies, and national food
and security (Sohrabi et al., 2020). Hence
the literature illustrates that:

H2: The response of government and intra-
organizations illustrate major changes that
require the upgradation of staff.

Border management remains the weak
and confused area during the recently
developed crisis of COVID-19, which
needs to be reviewed comprehensively
in consultation with the country’s top
management. Foreign travelers should be
banned from entering a country, or they can
be settled around borders in quarantines. The
shared experience among the developing
and developed states is the need of the hour.
MOFA can facilitate the digital response
by inviting nations to participate in a video
international conference. The complete
implementation of pre-cautionary directives
considering the response to COVID-19
is significant (Eurosurveillance Editorial
Team, 2020). It provides:

H3: The cross-border infectious movement
of individuals from one country to another
reflects weak management.

Government
Causal layered Analysis Policy
Response
[ { \ _ \
Joint Humanitarian Intra- | Net\yorkls & Faster C hangi m Adhocratic
) Orgamz_athna Vitual Instituional Team
P Specilaization Organiztions Environement

Figure 3. Conceptual framework/institutional change
Source: Farrow (2019); Henokl and Webersik (2014)
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GOVERNMENT POLICY
RESPONSES

The response to the COVID-19 Coronavirus
that affects much of Pakistan, particularly the
liberated areas of the region, was described
as short-lived, well-organized, and a small
investment by the Prime Minister (Agensky,
2019). The government is paying little
attention to building resilience to drought
and high child malnutrition and mortality
levels. Further, the virus started earlier and
was a more appropriate time; the current
situation has seen high levels of acute global
famine. It is possible to do with lower levels
of severe acute impacts of Coronavirus,
and these are due to the scale-up of the
integrated management of institutional
change (Anderson, 2019).

Accumulating Scientific and Technical
Knowledge

Organizational change refers to activities
used to promote civic engagement, public
service development, and public dialogue.
Various attributes are significant in attaining
knowledge through evaluation, a delegation
of powers, up-gradation, monitoring,
and training (Bastian et al., 2019; Salmi
& Mattelméki, 2021). Reviewing the
available literature supports organizational
change through knowledge management
and information (Bastian et al., 2019). In
addition, the organization of scientific media
can measure service delivery performance,
such as usability, interaction, and the ability
to adapt to change.

1456

Intra-Organizational Specialization

Intra-organizational specialization enhances
cooperation and coordination among key
stakeholders of the state. For example,
those fighting and combating the virus
COVID 19 must have increased interaction
in meeting for a comprehensive response
(Boodhna et al., 2019). Similarly, the norms
and values pursue the conventions that are
the basis for arranging healthy relationships
among networks, corporate hierarchies,
associations, and communications in the
worst crisis setting (Buchanan & Badham,
2020).

Networks and Virtual Organization

The classifications of service quality for the
effective services of virtual and network
organizations are significant during times of
crisis. The quality of a virtual organization
is based on the available instruments and
viable performance of accepting public
services associated with changes. Over
time, modifications in the virtual program
installation provide a better outcome to
maintain social distancing and relevant
actions (Salmi & Mattelmaki, 2021).
Management of measures leads to achieving
effective results and meeting the demands of
the public that influences them (Cameron
& Green, 2019). More use of the networks
intensified the redesigning of operations that
can influence the concerned state operations
in combating Coronavirus (Chung et al.,
2020).
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Faster Change in Institutional
Environment

The procedures in the organizational
environment segments imply that faster
change in the institution’s environment
may not bring immediate results. It is due to
weak interactions among state departments
where the government takes place in the
presence of a design plan and an identity
that determines the quality assessment of
the various organizations (Farrow, 2019).
Some studies provided empirical evidence
for the institution’s pivotal role during
the occurrence of faster change in the
atmosphere of organizations (Farah et al.,
2019).

Adhocratic Team

The government response through the
adhocratic team refers to the implication
of a new tool in the current problem of
Coronavirus (Steyaert et al., 2020). It
implies the effectiveness of individuals in
the organizations and their responsive role
in allocated teams. Various options like the
presentation of strategic, ideological, and
stewardship components in the institutional
teams affect the performance in times of
health crisis (Grein et al., 2020). However, it
is hard for us to straight degree the problems
and remains consistent with an adhocratic
team service-dominated response. At the
same time, democracy is the provision of
allowing team members to speak and remain
open with each other (He et al., 2020).
Inclusiveness is an indispensable part of
response measures during organizational
change.
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METHODOLOGY

The Causal layered analysis and the Joint
Humanitarian Development Framework
presented in this article describe a situation
where analysis is used as a methodological
framework. It is a method developed by
Inayatullah (1998), which many future
investigators and practitioners later used to
tackle the issues and challenges of problems
similar to the pandemic. The fundamental
supposition is the preparation of issues
that regulate the systematic resolution of
political decisions (Horne & Boland, 2020).

To this end, the future representatives
are divided into four categories: prayer,
judgment, worldly thinking, and metaphor.
These layers represent a wide variety of
situations. Litany, for example, presents
a wide range of issues but is frequently
overstated and cast off for dogmatic
resolutions. The second classification
emphasizes interpreting research on
the relationship between multiple data
and communication (Lurie et al., 2020).
Although related to the university level of
morphological analysis, it was related to
the ideology of the world and the ideology
of the world that support or challenge the
elite. Likewise, metaphor is a field of myths
in which we work with in-depth stories and
composite archaecological images that give
meaning to unrelated events. Finally, laws
are intertwined, both in the short and long
term.

Further, the Joint Humanitarian
Development Framework is a humanitarian
program that takes place in protracted
emergencies like an emergency of viruses,

1457



Kalsoom B. Sumra, Mehtab Alam, Khairul Baharein Mohd Noor,
Shafei Moiz Hali and Hamza Iftikhar

where short-term humanitarian programming
is inappropriate (Medinilla et al., 2019). In
recognition of this health improvement, the
United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs has established
four principles: the study of urgent and
long-term needs; Involvement of people in
work and partner development with positive
outcomes; Establish collaborations and
interactions, comparisons and benefits (Tosi
et al., 2019a).

It also includes funding methods to
support common outcomes. Here, the
organization is shifting its agenda from short-
term emergency response plans to a national
policy model with a long-term funding
window of three to five years (Minkkinen et
al., 2019). The inclusion of programs helps
to reduce the virus as a guaranteed goal.
It focuses on an integrated programming
model that promotes integration between
sectors and long-term state and civil society
structures. Finally, nexus aims to capture
the coming years’ human development and
related experiences and to share examples
of what works for the human purpose (Tosi
etal., 2019b).

Survey Instrument

This article provides answers and
tangible outcomes to achieve the goals
of a good research tool (Leggett, 2017).
It was advanced in dissimilar groups
and supplementary collections. The first
classification is preferred because of the
inclusion of accumulated scientific and
technological knowledge in the process of
institutional change. Group B interviews
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were conducted for answers to organizational
characteristics. The answers to Group C
questions were about real changes and
rapid changes that close the dependence
of two network channels and affect the
organizational environment.

In addition, the adhocratic is called upon
to find a role that can play in emergencies
and organizational changes. The tool has
several questions to determine, and the
following metrics include query design-
based construction. By determining the
content of the research and reflecting on it
in question, the meaningful content of the
specialization is addressed in the unit with
an acceptable level of validity and credibility
for the main characters. It combines the
flow of information from general issues to
specific issues with identification.

Survey Questionnaire

Reinforced by Artino et al. (2014), the
study used several questions on the Likert
scale to answer one of the options. There
was a choice from the most dissatisfied
to the most dissatisfied respondents. The
survey questionnaire (given in Appendix
1) included three main variables (rapid
change, which the management agencies
of certain agencies manage), along with
other variables. Most respondents have
experience of 25-50 years and 10—15 years
of applicable organizational understanding.
The participants are chosen based on their
age, education, and experience in selected
groups to learn responses to government
policy. It is also analyzed to investigate the
correlation of relief activities related to the
research topic.
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Sample Profile and Data Collection

The data collection methodology for this
study includes questions about inter-
organizational specialization, both for
network and virtual change, affecting the
interconnection and rapid change in the
organization environment (Nacoti et al.,
2020). In addition, the advocacy team has
been mentioned to play a role in crises and
organizational change based on the nature
of organizational change.

The purpose and questions were
addressed in response to the crisis of the
COVID-19 crisis. The main points of the
data were determined according to the
method of asking questions (Hall & Wall,
2019). It is planned with the contribution
of investors, exchange agencies, and
government responses.

Table 1

The procedure of data collection and sample

Participants were selected to have
information on organizational progress and
management of branches (Aykroyd et al.,
2019). The questions were divided into 245
respondents, to whom 180 multiple-choice
answers were obtained. Table 3 indicates
50 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 30
from the Joint Working Group, and 40 from
the Ministry of National Health Services
and Rights (Table 1). In addition, the
sample change (30.30) about organizational
change was secured from two social groups
belonging to the COVID-19 support
management system, and a question-and-
answer session was conducted. Employees
are non-confidential and do not disclose their
identities. The National Intelligence Service
also participated in the investigation.

The procedure of data collection

Sample

Survey

Officers from Foreign Office

Inter-departmental Coordination
Ministry of National Health and Regulation Services
Welfare organizations of Relief and Execution

Statistical Analysis and Measurement

The following analysis tools provide
accurate and compelling results based on the
answers and goals to analyze the data and
get results. It includes the frequency of each
variable, Pearson’s correlation matrix, and
Cronbach’s alpha reliability analysis. The
procedure for analyzing the government’s
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policy response to the fight against the
coronary virus is based on the original data.
Following the information gathered from
the questionnaire, the content, story, and
discourse are analyzed by interpretation.
The SPSS software is used to perform the
analysis (William & Wagner, 2019). In
addition, the data is also analyzed through
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news data. Observation means exploring
the relationship between these differences
and predicting the occurrence of differences
(Bhatia, 2019).

Ethical Consideration

Ethical consideration is a moral tool that
strives for the management of areas where
the conduct of an individual is assessed
based on the participants’ responses. For this
reason, various stakeholders are aligned with
the process and management of codes that
work on the participant to convince them to
respond helpfully. The information of the
participants is in line with the maintenance,
and following the privacy rules provided
a clear understanding of the respondents’
intentions to overcome the crisis (Ndlela,
2019). Informed convincing for the
participant is connected to the inclusion
of stakeholders that participated through
the researcher to respond to the query on
the crisis of pandemic and organizational
response (Biswakarma, 2021). A proper
channel method is used in approaching the
concerned participant to meet the procedural
justice of organizational change (Zankl,
2014). The organization is approached
for the facilitation, and questions divided
according to variables are shared with the
concerned individual to respond to the

queries of the study. A consistent flow of
information between the respondent and
researcher maintains a viable position of
neutrality in the study. Similarly, there is
strict follow-up regarding strategy use in
research by negating the potential bias and
evaluation of the results.

RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION
Respondent Characteristics and Profile

The results and interpretation (Table 2)
reflect that participant is involved in this
research with 30 females and 150 males
that strike for the percentage of 22.22 and
77.77. The age ratio is determined from
45-75, where the division of categories
follows the total population costing 60%
of the total participant. Providing to this,
the professionals and people relevant
to the understanding of managing the
organizations relate to experience from
4—6 years with a 50% response rate. The
experience of the remaining respondents is
connected and compared to specific years
from 4-12 years are included to strengthen
research outcomes. It shows that people
have increased knowledge, and age is
significant for managing the organizational
alter in the policy response to the crisis of
COVID-19 in Pakistan.

Table 2

Profile of demography
Features Frequency N=200 Percentage %
Male 150 77.77
Female 22.22
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Table 2 (Continue)

Features Frequency N=200 Percentage %
Age

30-35 75 37.5
35-40 50 25
40-50 75 37.5
Distribution

MOFA 50 27.77
Inter-Departmental Coordination 30 16.66
Health Services and Regulations 40 22.2
Officials of Welfare Organization 30 16.66
Relief Organization 30 16.66
Total 180 100%

Cronbach’s Alpha Reliability Test

For the reliability of research, Cronbach
Alpha is directed to authorize the ideas
contributive to this research. In their
research, Bonett and Wright (2015) viewed
that Cronbach alpha is the most widely used
measure for reliability in the organizational
and social sciences. With a confidence
interval of population reliability, there
is a restrictive assumption that multiple
measurements have certain covariance
and variance (Read et al., 2021). The
reliability and validity of the study model

Table 3
Reliability test

are reinforced by the detail of the reliability
test performed by sociologists. It should be
better than 0.7. Table 3 for each variable and
number of matters covers values greater than
0.7. It goes up to 0.8, which confirms the
reliability and validity of the model.

The constructs as measured in the
reflect the reliability against each item.
For example, emotional contagion 0.810 is
more reliable than the remaining variables.
Other cognition, both affective and effective,
contributes to image development as a
significant tool to attract their attention.

Variables Number of Items Cronbach’s Alpha
Accumulating 6 0.701
Knowledge 7 0.788
Intra-Organizational 5 0.810
Spec 6 0.731
Networks and Virtual 7 0.751
Department
Faster Change

Adhocratic Team

Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 30 (4): 1451 - 1472 (2022)
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Pearson Correlation and Descriptive
Analysis

Zhou et al. (2016) reflect Pearson correlation
as an effective tool for analyzing data and
systems of interpretation in the research.
Pearson’s correlation is applied (Table 4)
to know the relationships between variables
where emotional understanding is positively
correlated with all experiments/constructions
aimed at a softer image (Forster et al.,
2018). However, organizational change is
negative because structure and organization
of ideology are negatively associated with
expertise related to crisis management. A
similar relationship between specializations
within an organization indicates gradual
development.

The same is true for those differences
that affect networks and virtual planning
roles that require major change. Other
structures or variables remain positive for
organizational change, such as democratic

teams. H1 and H2 are some relationships
and statements, while H3 has strong support.

The knowledge is positively associated
with policy response regarding combating
the crisis as the value contains 0.0421.
Similarly, intra-organizational specialization
remains positive in reflecting the state
policy response with a value of 0.2304.
However, faster change seems negative
-0.0641 because less attention is given to the
overall organizational change and effective
management. The perception developed in
the mind of tourists is through the changing
environment of facilities, behavior, and
responsible role of concerned institutions.
The adhocratic team management and
the nature of response are interlinked and
connected as the value shown in Table 4
is 0.0684. This positive association entails
that effective policy response is the ultimate
reflection of the state to consider these

measures.
Table 4
Pearson correlation analysis
Description Mean S.D 1 2 3 4 5 6
Govt Policy 4.27 1.53 1
Response
Accumulating 3.40 1.32 0.033 1
Knowledge
Intra- 3.31 1.64 0.042  0.039 1
Organizational
Spec
Networks and 5.32 1.09 0.040  0.230  0.041 1
Virtual Deptt
Faster Change 4.01 1.41 0.079 -0.064 0.321  0.040 1
Adhocratic 3.71 1.83  0.0393 0.079 0.064 0.068 0.079 1
Team
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DISCUSSION

To investigate the interrelationship between
government and the organization like
MOFA, the organizational change and
perceived value influence both teams and the
state. While reusing purpose, this research
advances a CLA and Joint Humanitarian
Approach model to reflect the -management
facility, excellence, and continuous use
of administration in re-joining the crisis
of COVID-19 (Reddy et al., 2019). This
approach aims to deliver these tactics and
participate in some management facility that
evaluates the representation in the setting
of organizational alteration. Using data
collected from a survey from different state-
owned enterprises, the users responded to
direct-controlled services and the response
of the major population in Pakistan (Reeves
et al., 2020). During the research, it is
verified that the determinative structure of
government and concerned stakeholders
can be influenced by organizational change
and various tests proposed concepts for
effective policy responses. The structural
equation and the following observations
are significant in overcoming the crisis of
COVID-19.

Further, the research also examines
the constructs of government and valuable
indicators like intra-organizational
specialization, adhocracy teams, faster
change networks, and virtual administrations.
The most important is the accumulation
of knowledge. Managing the quality of
information or knowledge and acceptance
is a key factor in response to the important
workplace. The first part of the series

Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 30 (4): 1451 - 1472 (2022)

shows the technical performance of the
government service, offering only a small
part of the flight frequency of only about
0.1. Advances in technology are essential
because they can solve inaccessibility,
system insecurity, and insecurity. However,
most of the portals opened by the Pakistani
government are functioning normally. As
a result, technology-savvy citizens tend to
adopt system-quality and reliable operations
to meet their needs through government
subsidies and money.

Similarly, the assessment of government
policy response depends more on the
services available in these organizations.
It should indicate that these services will
be given more attention to get a higher
state response. Second, the importance of
continuous organizational interaction to
use it is supported in this study. Common
perceptions of the benefits of a state are well
predicted and well defined by performance,
democracy, and inclusion. Other items
that promoted effectiveness during
organizational change account for more
than 50% of the variance concerning state
responsibility. In the interim, management
schemes with high service quality are
operative in tempting residents to continue
harmless from the epidemic. Their services
and health care improvements are the
efficiency and convenience for institutional
change.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

For the policy implications, the outcomes of
this study have at least two inferences: the
development of service quality during the
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time of organizational change (Richards,
2019). The second is the perception and
reliance on how management schemes
endorse competence, fairness, and all-
inclusiveness. Other implications are to
improve nationals’ trust over the management
politicians and calculate inventors who must
take comprehensive actions to recover
the health care of the common individual
in Pakistan. Further, the organizational
quality along the dimensions of the system
that include the intra-organizational
specialization, faster change, accumulation
of knowledge, and the adhocratic team
provides a greater source of state response
to the crisis of COVID-19. The implications
of this study suggest that technical features
such as technology inclusiveness and virtual
programming among key state units can
make accessibility and reliability easy for
the actions. There are positive and negative
effects on the health of the common person
where one can predict that organizational
change if managed properly, can resist such
destructing effects. Service distinctiveness
and organizational change management
are significant in explaining the desires
and obligations of situations that influence
organizational performance.

LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE
RESEARCH

The study reflects a significant future
contribution to achieving institutional
change directions and results. These public
sector administrations are significant panel
sets for re-joining public services and
accessing crises. In light of this, future
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research can be protracted for these
participants, and their aims for reuse can
be examined while different models are
involved or developed.

In addition to this other channel, the
government can effectively use it for
interactions with the public. The provision of
diversified and personalized public services
during organizational change can be a new
trend for the Pakistani government. Another
possibility would be for a future study to
investigate the continued use behavior of
citizens during this emerging crisis.

The goal would be to challenge the
descriptive control and pertinence of
the intangible archetype in developing
management response and disaster of
well-being. A significant course for future
research is the growth of examination
substances while seeing this case through the
adapted rules and tentative process. These
steps pertained to effective management in
situations of overhauling change.
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Name
Organization
Gender Male Female
Age 15-25 25-40 40-55 55-60
Intra-Organizational Specialization
Questions Strongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

Do you consider
intra-organization as

a promotional step in
improving departmental
coordination?

Did you expect the
positive results of
specialization among
federal and provincial
sectors fighting for
COIVD-19?

What do you observe
from your experience
that organizational
change influences

the perception of the
common individual in
Pakistan?

Is there any Impact of
improved coordination
for policy response in
virus combat operation?

Organizational
cooperation
significantly influences
the communication

1470

Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 30 (4): 1451 - 1472 (2022)




Factors Affecting Artificial Intelligence and Coronavirus

Networks & Virtual Department

How the networks of
virtual departments are
the reflection of positive
policy response

The improved institutional
structure can sustain the
original policy of the state?

Do you agree that effective
communication can
improve the security and
health of citizens?

The standardized measures
and health services can
reduce the cases of viruses
in Pakistan

How is organizational
change a comprehensive
process in tackling the
COVID-19 crisis?

Accumulating Knowledge

Is the implementation of
effective policy through a
scientific approach good

or bad?

Effective organizational
cooperation can influence
the easy communication

The learned guide can
present a good picture
during a time of change

Communication can be
facilitated by the support
of security organizations
and healthcare

Patients can easily access
facilities of their choice
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Faster Change

Faster change in Pakistan
can promote organizational
capacity

The organizational
environment is directly
connected with improved and
secure public services

Departmental coordination
and communication can
enhance training and change

The media can be effective
in presenting Pakistani
measures for a common
person

Organizational change is the
realm of Pakistani officials to
tackle any crisis

Adhocratic Team

There are environmental
impacts of team building for
effective policy response

The cooperation of key
departments supports positive
organizational change

Does safe and secure health
care have an optimistic
perception for the people of
Pakistan?

The procedure of
organizations can facilitate
international issues like
Coronavirus

The active communication
by the foreign office is
supportive in tackling

the crisis of the Pakistani
diaspora abroad
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ABSTRACT

This paper describes the lived experiences of Filipino early childhood education (ECE)
teachers in Singapore. It utilized the qualitative research method, particularly Husserlian
phenomenology. Fourteen Filipino ECE teachers were involved in this study who
were chosen through purposive sampling based on the inclusion criteria - bachelor’s
degree graduates with specialization in ECE in any higher education institution in the
Philippines and currently teaching in Singapore for at least two years. The researcher was
regarded as the main instrument using the semi-structured interview. Colaizzi’s method
of data analysis was used to interpret the transcriptions. The analysis of the interview
captured the experiences of the Filipino ECE teachers in Singapore and revealed the five
overarching themes: Teaching abroad as life’s turning point—Decision; Rigors of working
abroad—Realities; Optimistic regard for adverse experiences—Conviction; Necessities
for a successful pursuit—Fundamentals; and the desire to Echo the overseas journey
upon return—Impact. These constitute the voice of ECE teachers in Singapore as they

teach overseas. It can be construed that the

Filipino ECE teachers’ experiences in a

foreign country, no matter the adversities,

have resulted in favorable outcomes and
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valuable life encounters that developed their
professional, personal, and economic facets
of life. This study provides the frame of
reference for teachers who wish to venture
overseas teaching on the circumstances they
might encounter, whether on the personal
or professional level. It also sheds light
on the education department’s efforts to
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strengthen the current educational system
and internationalize ECE programs at higher
education institutions in the Philippines.

Keywords: Colaizzi, early childhood education, ECE
Teachers, Filipino teachers, phenomenology, lived
experiences, overseas teaching, teaching abroad

INTRODUCTION

Education is the most effective weapon in
global growth because no nation can survive
in oblivion without exploring the relevance
of global developments and reform in
all facets of life. Globalization has had a
major effect on education and its policies.
In this aspect, the world seeks to find more
competent and top-of-the-line educators
as it strives to advance the standard of
quality education. To deal with the dynamic
demands in a diverse learning environment,
foreign schools continue to employ teachers
notwithstanding ethnicity and race while
putting a premium on competence, values,
attitude, and skills.

United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (2018) has
intensified the campaign that quality
education would need well-trained teachers.
Conversely, many teachers face meager
salaries and precarious working conditions
and must perform their responsibilities in
unsafe or deprived settings. Since early
childhood teaching is viewed as an inferior
occupation in many developing countries,
hiring competent teachers is an unrelenting
challenge. A professionally trained early
childhood educator who understands how
to build a diverse and accountable learning
culture is the heart of the top-quality early
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childhood learning experience. Despite the
critical role that early childhood educators
assume, expanded public interest, and
incremental investment for quality early
education, early childhood educators are still
imperiled to underprivileged employment
situations (National Association for the
Education of Young Children [NAEYC],
2015).

The case is different in Singapore. There
has been a huge clamor for early childhood
education practitioners recently. According
to Tan (2017), at the turn of the twenty-
first century, the Singaporean government
spent sufficient financial resources on
developing and implementing policies
and initiatives to upgrade the effectiveness
of preschool education (PSE) in several
regions. Zulkifli (2010) corroborates that
the government agrees and understands
that the formative years are paramount for
children’s holistic growth, and education
must continue to be appropriate and flexible
to address the optimum learning needs of
young children. This action is evident as the
government spends lavishly on education,
investing about half of its overall social
development budget, which amounts to
around 3% of GDP per year (Singapore
Department of Statistics, 2016).

According to Goy (2017), there is an
emerging need for childcare programs in
Singapore to satisfy the needs of young
families. Currently, in a report by Elangovan
(2020), the early childhood sector, according
to the Minister for Social and Family
Development, is excellently improving,
with preschool sites forecast to upsurge from
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180,000 to 200,000 by 2023. Therefore, it
can be construed that the trend in hiring
early childhood educators will continue to
escalate in the coming years.

Filipinos who teach in other countries
are recognized for their academic abilities,
particularly in teaching the English language.
As aresult, Filipino teachers are marketable,
especially in countries that have extended
their curricula to contain English as a
subject or a course. What is more, Filipino
teachers are also well-reputed for being
outstanding educators in early childhood
education, physical education, and music
(WhatALife, 2020). The Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA, 2019) Survey on Overseas
Filipinos revealed that the total number of
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) who
went abroad for employment between
April and September 2019, including
teachers, was projected to be 2.2 million.
The Philippine Overseas Employment
Administration (POEA) statistics report
on the deployed OFW teachers exposed
that the teaching professionals exported
to Singapore comprised 14% in 2016 and
increased to 17% in 2017 (POEA, 2016,
2017). These notable figures continue to rise
as the trend, and increasing demand for early
childhood education professionals continues
to surge in Singapore.

Seeing an increase in the number of
teachers leaving the country is foreseeable
since these figures are rising yearly. Working
and relocating abroad is a big decision
to make. As a new migrant, it can be
challenging because one is now living in
a nation that is vastly different from his or
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her own. One of the most difficult aspects
of relocating abroad is figuring out how to
seamlessly integrate into one’s host country’s
culture, traditions, environment, language,
and customs, especially if it is a first-time
experience in a different country. Thus, this
study aims to put the life of a Filipino early
childhood education teacher in Singapore
into context. It can aid in preparing the
teachers for the international teaching
career, adapting to the cultural practices,
and providing some basic information about
Singapore’s host country.

These teaching professionals discern
to work abroad for numerous purposes.
First, the Philippine government constantly
protects its citizens from fraudulent
recruiters and dubious agencies who trample
on interested teachers (Sumalinog, 2020).
In this sense, as Filipino teachers teach
overseas, they gain insights and improve
teaching strategies, placing them at an
advantageous corner. Moreover, their foreign
exposure makes them seem more creative
and innovative in their respective classes.
Additionally, they acquaint themselves with
a diverse range of curricula, communicate
with other professionals, and in due course,
become professionally developed (Altun,
2015).

Hence, it is noteworthy to unveil
the realities that the early childhood
teachers experience while creating their
professional identities in a first-world
country like Singapore and the implications
of these experiences to their job as teaching
professionals. The results of this study could
provide a window for other teachers who
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desire to teach in foreign countries. It could
also illuminate our education department
to improve the present educational system
alongside the internationalization of early
childhood education programs in higher
education institutions.

DOMAIN OF INQUIRY

This study focuses on exploring the lived
experiences of Filipino early childhood
education teachers in Singapore and the
meanings of these in their lives. Specifically,
it aims to describe the decision that motivated
the teachers to work in a foreign country, the
realities that they have experienced, the
personal conviction that helped them thrive,
the fundamental skills and qualifications
one must possess, and the impact of this
endeavor to their lives.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Globalization launched more incentives
for even more people. From the education
perspective, it has increased opportunities
for teaching and learning by promoting
interconnectivity and cross-cultural
experiences. In this aspect, working in a
foreign community requires a person to
be goal-oriented, possess the requisite
qualifications, and be adaptive to succeed.
Therefore, it emphasizes the importance
of ensuring the right goals and mindset
to thrive in teaching abroad (Uytico &
Abadiano, 2020).

Generally recognized as an essential
component of the educational system,
teachers are at the forefront of expertise,
competence, and values transmission.
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Hence, they are known as the educational
system’s cornerstone. Following this idea,
quality teachers must have quality learning
experiences, particularly in early childhood
education. According to Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(2019), a plethora of multidisciplinary
literature supports the importance of
quality early childhood education and
care (ECEC) in laying a firm ground for
lifelong learning that would lead to reaping
social and economic benefits. These long-
term opportunities have persuaded many
countries worldwide, including Singapore,
to emphasize ECEC on their national
agenda, bringing concerted campaigns to
achieve quality ECEC. Tan (2017) revealed
that the Singaporean government policy
is aimed to concentrate its attention on
ways that can have the utmost leverage
in boosting the overall standard of early
education and improving the availability and
accessibility for youngsters, including those
from low-income households, in having a
good start by completing quality preschools.
Thus, this perpetuated the surge of the need
for early childhood education professionals
in their country.

Filipino teachers, having a significant
level of English language competence and
other relevant skills, heed the reverberating
demand of early childhood teaching
professionals in Singapore. One of the major
findings of teacher migration and mobility,
according to Education International’s
worldwide study in 2014, is those migrant
teachers take chances to better their lives,
boost their living conditions, or progress
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their careers. For those who want to teach
internationally, teaching may be a way to
explore the world, appreciate other cultures,
and develop cross-cultural competencies
(Chacko & Lin, 2015). Hauerwas et al.
(2017) stated that overseas teaching is an
attractive choice for educators looking
for work outside their home countries and
cultures.

In light of this matter, better-equipped
teachers are needed to teach in foreign
countries. According to a study by Garcia
(2018), the international teaching practicum
is a valuable internship opportunity that fills
the gap between mentors and teacher interns.
This international teaching experience gave
students a greater understanding and respect
for other nations” history, society, education,
and customs. This experience teaches the
teacher interns how to properly translate
educational findings and concepts to more
practical and skill-based approaches to
learning. It greatly impacts their fundamental
training to become globally competitive
educators.

According to Shiveley and Misco
(2015), being employed in a foreign country
has both personal advantages and pitfalls.
Working overseas increases teachers’
transnational awareness of the value of
education. When teachers start in a new
environment, they become more adaptive
and reflective of their teaching methods and
get rid of their dogmatic thought. Hence,
they will use their concepts to improve
international teaching methodologies.
Teachers who teach in a foreign country
develop their pedagogical abilities by
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presenting students with the opportunity to
consider several viewpoints and issues from
various perspectives. Frederiksen (2014)
and Sharma (2012) mention the benefits
and drawbacks of living in another country.
Teachers benefit from creating acquaintances
from distinct nationalities, engaging new
students, and learning a new language.
Further, the motivations for teachers to want
to work overseas were salary differentials,
improved working conditions, family
migration, and professional development
exposures.

In the study of Modesto (2020), it was
apparent that Filipino teachers in foreign
countries perceived their experiences as
growth, an opportunity, and a challenge.
The study of Reyes et al. (2020) suggested
the coping strategies, such as sociability,
personality, and adaptability, which Filipino
teachers must utilize for managing the
problems of the employment world,
including problems with the learners, along
with the issues of the co-workers and the
parents of children of various nationalities.
Filipino educators are continually faced with
opportunities abroad and difficulties they
must resolve. Adapting to a different setting
also proves daunting, often challenging
these educators’ personal and professional
lives. Filipino educators are required to
adapt to thrive no matter the differences and
stress of transitioning to their social roles
and expectations in their host countries.
Similarly, revealed in the study by Dunn
(2011), the challenges faced by Indian
immigrant teachers were student conduct,
culture shocks, communication issues,
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modern educational methods and curricula,
and cultural bias knowledge among the
students. Moreover, it is illumined that
parents and students were disturbed by
accents from immigrant teachers because
of the pattern of distracting and confusing
students.

In response to these challenges, teachers
should note that quality learning and
experience are at the center of education.
In this respect, teachers should consider the
cultural distinctions of learners (Medved et
al., 2013).

To Bryan (2020), based on how much
thought one puts into it, deciding to teach
overseas will either advance the career in
education or merely bolster the curriculum
vitae and equip the teachers with expertise
that can benefit them in other fields. It
will give teachers an advantage over other
teaching practitioners because they can
claim real-world and direct experience that
few others do. They learned new moves they
could use in any classroom situation if they
returned to teach in their home country, the
Philippines.

METHODS
Research Design

This paper employed the qualitative
research method, widely utilized in
educational studies, particularly Husserl’s
phenomenological design. It aims to capture
the informants’ lived experiences and
reduce them to an elucidation with universal
meaning. In this type of phenomenology, the
author supersedes or expels past experiences
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to understand a phenomenon extensively. It
endeavors to generate rich descriptive data
from a lived experience by approaching it
with a context of “novelty” (Creswell &
Poth, 2016). The design is mostly consistent
with the objectives of this research paper.
It lays out specific steps and a direction
for comprehending and analyzing the life
perspectives of Filipino ECE teachers in
Singapore.

Key Informants

Fourteen Filipino ECE teachers in Singapore
were involved in this study and were
chosen through purposive sampling. This
figure corresponded to Laverty’s (2003)
estimate of five to twenty-five people who
had experienced the same phenomenon.
These informants sternly underwent a
criterion-referenced sampling process.
Generally, these informants are bachelor’s
degree graduates specializing in early
childhood education in any higher education
institution in the Philippines. In addition,
they must be teaching as an ECE teacher in
Singapore with at least two years of teaching
experience in the said country.

Permission was asked from the key
informants, and an informed consent form
was given. Ample time was extended for
the participants to consider their study
involvement. Upon their consent, the
purpose of the research, the scope of their
involvement, the potential benefits and risks,
the informants’ rights, and anonymity were
all clarified.
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Instrument

In qualitative research, the researcher is
primarily regarded as the research tool.
Thus, the ability to perceive “mundane”
information, conduct thorough interviews,
and reflect on the substance of observation
and interview data are all crucially important
to success (Xu & Storr, 2012). In this
vein, the researcher used semi-structured
interview questions that undergo validation
by the experts. The purpose was to unveil
and examine the lived experiences of
Filipino ECE teachers in Singapore and
the meanings they attribute to these in
their lives. Interviews and focus group
discussions were done through Zoom, a
virtual teleconferencing platform.

Data Analysis

Colaizzi’s (1978) method of data analysis,
which comprises seven steps, was used to
interpret the transcriptions. Initially, (1)
transcripts were read multiple times to get
a general impression of statements. (2)
Relevant phrases or sentences that relate
specifically to the research objectives
were determined from each transcript. (3)
Noteworthy utterances and expressions
were then used to construct meanings. (4)
The formulated concepts were grouped into
themes, enabling similar themes to appear
through all the informants’ transcripts. (5)
The findings were then incorporated into a
rigorous and extensive explanation of the
phenomena. (6) Following the collection
of descriptions and themes, the researcher
synthesized the detailed description into a
brief, dense statement that captured only
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the elements considered critical to the
phenomenon’s nature. (7) The researcher
approached the participants in the final
phase to confirm the results.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of the interview captured
the experiences of the early Filipino
childhood education teachers in Singapore
and revealed the five overarching themes
that can be gleaned in Table 1: Teaching
abroad as life’s turning point—Decision;
Rigors of working abroad—Realities;
Optimistic regard for adverse experiences—
Conviction; Necessities for a successful
pursuit—Fundamentals; and the desire to
echo the overseas journey upon return—
Impact. These constitute the voice of ECE
teachers in Singapore as they teach overseas.
The following sections explain the various
viewpoints on the topic.

Theme 1: Teaching Abroad as Life’s
Turning Point — Decision
Teachers have expressed and considered
teaching abroad as life’s turning point.
In other words, it was a decision based
on several reasons, namely: attractive
remuneration packages, desire to have
supportive and compassionate leaders,
and local teaching encounters as stimuli
in working overseas, optimistic regard
for adapting to a new culture, passion for
educating amidst challenges, and pursuit for
independence and self-growth.

Teaching abroad as life’s turning point
can be considered a decision rooted in the
numerous encounters of the teachers from
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Table 1

Thematic analysis of the voice of Filipino early childhood education teachers in Singapore

Theme Clusters

Emergent Themes

Attractive remuneration packages

Desire to have supportive and compassionate leaders
Local teaching encounters as stimuli in working overseas
Optimistic regard in adapting new culture

Passion for educating amidst challenges

Pursuit of independence and self-growth

The desire for familial affection

Differences in ECE programs and practices
Disparities in language and culture
Independent living takes discipline
Unfamiliarity with some assessment practices

Cultivation of one’s spiritual dimension

Dynamism in adapting cultural barriers

Learning the art of teaching by heart

Local teaching experience as a springboard for a seamless transition
Strong stance on working overseas

Teachers’ positive regard for the profession

Academic preparation

Adjustment in teaching pedagogy for multicultural setting
Awareness of the international education paradigm
Bringing forth the theory into practice

An experience of a new place
Professional development from international encounters

Sharing the experience when coming back home

Teaching abroad as life’s turning
point—Decision

Rigors of working abroad—
Realities

Optimistic regard for adverse
experiences—Conviction

Necessities for a successful
pursuit—Fundamentals

Echoing the overseas journey
upon return—Impact

their personal and professional endeavors. and endowed with aspirations
Firstly, teachers revealed that they need to be for yourself and family, you want
practical as they have financial obligations to to earn a decent amount to fulfill
fulfill for their families; hence, the attractive these.” (p2)

remuneration packages encouraged them to
teach in Singapore.

To Uytico and Abadiano (2020) and

Sumalinog (2020), financial growth was

“From a practical and direct point a driving force since assisting family
of view, it offers an attractive members back home was necessary. They
compensation. When you are young have families to tend to, needs to fulfill,
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investments to undertake, businesses to
start, and siblings to educate. Secondly,
teachers also desired to have supportive and
compassionate leaders that would provide
an objective professional development plan
since this boosts teachers’ enthusiasm and
productivity at work.

Also, teachers have experienced
undesirable local teaching encounters such
as out-of-field teaching and unsupportive
leaders who are inappropriately
implementing early childhood practices in
the Philippines.

“Being in Singapore for almost 3
years was indeed enriching because
I've been given a lot of courses/
training which made me enhance
my knowledge and skills. It has
perks that, like any other first-world
country, undeniably support your
personal and professional growth.”

(p12)

“I handled higher elementary
students in the Philippines, and it
was more on a traditional set-up.
I wanted to challenge myself to try
teaching in a foreign country that
has childcare set up wherein you
need to feed, shower, and get them
to sleep for the whole day.” (p1)

Altun (2015) expressed that teachers
are motivated to experience supportive
working environments and leaders. While
overseas, teachers participate in workshops
and improve teaching strategies provided
by their administrators. They can also work
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with local teachers and gain new skills
because of their encounters.

In a multicultural country Singapore,
teachers have shown optimistic regard in
adapting to a new culture and upheld their
passion for teaching amidst challenges. The
willingness to adapt to a new culture despite
its adversities has helped them thrive while
working and living in a foreign country.

“I had to learn their way of speaking

since Singapore is a multicultural
society made up of different races,
languages, and religions. Being
receptive to new learnings and
flexible to changes will bring you
an extra mile”. (p11)

“It was very challenging at first
because I was designated in a
childcare center and assigned in
toddler class during my first 3
months which I didn’t have any
hands-on experience, especially
in terms of childcare service
(e.g., proper diaper changing,
bathing, preparing milk and timing,
etc.). Aside from that, I was also
adjusting and coping with their
culture. Nevertheless, it was a
humble fulfillment as I was able to
cope with and learn more of their
curriculum/education system”. (pS)

To Hultquist (2007), by working abroad,
these teachers strengthen their cultural
sensitivity and recognize the context of
their students, particularly international
students in their classes. In this study,
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teachers stated that this experience was a
learning opportunity to grasp and appreciate
new educational paradigms. For them, the
job can be taxing at times, but it is also a
rewarding experience in different spheres
of their lives. Further, teachers deemed
teaching overseas as a pathway in the pursuit
of independence.

“I grabbed the opportunity for me
to widen my perspective and to
grow as an effective and efficient
educator.” (p9)

“I want to broaden my horizons
and grow as a person, to grow
independently, be strong in terms
of decision-making, letting myself
more fully realize who I am, where
I come from, and what can [
contribute to the children develop
holistically.” (p10)

Working in another country helps
increase teachers’ confidence and self-
reliance, tolerance for others and knowledge
of and respect for others’ perspectives. They
are adaptive to their immediate environment
and exhibit composure when conversing
with others (Serin, 2017). Teachers pursue
working abroad since this increases
autonomy in defining, implementing, and
assessing their life goals. Consequently,
there is an increase in self-growth.

It can be construed that working abroad
is not just fueled by a single reason. It is a
conglomeration of whys and wherefores
that ignited the teachers to reach a certain
decision. One’s rationale for working in a
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foreign country must not be solely anchored
on the idea of having high compensation
only. It requires an individual to possess the
optimism to accomplish the job productively,
the passion for continuing amid inevitable
challenges, and the desire for independence
and self-growth while in a foreign land.
Hence, teaching abroad is considered life’s
turning point.

Theme 2: Rigors of Working Abroad —
Realities

In this study, teachers articulated that
there are various rigors of working abroad
and these represent the realities that they
experience in their day-to-day life in a
foreign country, i.e., the desire for familial
affection, differences in early childhood
education programs and practices,
disparities in language and culture, the
need for discipline in independent living,
and unfamiliarity with some assessment
practices in school.

Aside from the benefits of living in a
developed and progressive country, they
also experience challenging situations that
they must overcome to attain their goals.
Firstly, teachers desire familial affection, as
observed in the following statement.

“I believe the distance has been a
major obstacle. It separates you
from your life back at home.” (p1)

Similar to the study of Giil and Gokge
(2020), participants reported that making
acquaintances in the nation where they work
was challenging, especially with the locals.
Besides, they only formed acquaintances
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inside the professional network, which
is usually short-lived. It stresses the
importance of having affection from friends
and family to provide emotional support. In
this study, teachers articulated a comparable
predicament that distance has been a major
obstacle since it separates you from your life
in your home country.

The respondents also mentioned that
differences in ECE programs and practices
are prevalent since the curriculum focuses
more on self-help skills than academics.

“It s different when you teach ECE
in Singapore. You must adjust to
their culture and their curriculum.
The focus is not on academics but
more on self-help skills. Students
stay in school for the whole day, and
we do everything about childcare.”

(»7)

“They use Authentic Assessment
of Teaching where it demonstrates
what a student learns in class rather
than the student’s ability to do well

>

on traditional tests and quizzes.’
(p12)

“Early childhood education
programs and policies are
appropriately funded, implemented,
and monitored by ECDA. Low-

income families are subsidized.”

(pS)

Disparities in culture and language are
also evident. For example, teachers struggle
to communicate with parents who are not
proficient in English.
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“Since Singapore is a multiracial
country, you can encounter parents/
colleagues that cannot express
themselves well in English.” (p7)

“Sometimes, I encounter
misunderstanding with the parents
and administrators because of the
differences in the culture so I think
it is always better to have an open
mind and show respect to other

cultures as well.” (p2)

Due to differences in cultures,
there are times that teachers encounter
misunderstandings with their administrators
too. Guvendir (2017) and Ozdemir et
al. (2015) mentioned that when teachers
relocate to another country, one of the most
common challenges they face is adapting
to unfamiliar setting. Teachers unfamiliar
with the cultural identity of the place where
they teach and operate in a constrained
social environment struggle to have a
sense of belonging to that place and the
institution where they work. To Halicioglu
(2015), such duties and expectations were
desired by teachers to obtain international
experience and understand the culture.
However, no matter how prepared they are
for their mission overseas, cultural shock is
inevitable. In this study, teachers stressed
that having an open mind and respect for
differences helped them reorganize their
views toward diversity. Therefore, cross-
cultural education is advocated to bridge the
cultural divide by teaching expatriates the
critical information they may utilize while
on assignment abroad. Further, it assists the
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individual in being better acquainted with
the cultural context, which will aid them in
managing their expectations and encounters
while teaching in a foreign country.
Teachers also revealed that living
independently takes discipline.

“One must have prepared financial
management skills and plan your
budget as the cost of living is
high. I need to look after myself
responsibly.” (p13)

Teachers must consider that one of
the prime reasons for working overseas is
to have financial stability and better life
conditions (Frederiksen, 2014). Aside from
looking after oneself responsibly, one needs
to have good financial management skills
as the cost of living is high in Singapore;
hence, one must practice this skill maturely.
Teachers also cited unfamiliarity with
some assessment practices as one of their
significant challenges.

“I have less exposure to making
anecdotal records, incident reports,

and making portfolio assessments of
children while in the Philippines. 1
wasn t exposed to Singapore s actual
classroom set-up for both childcare
and kindergarten such as having the
six learning domains in setting up
the classroom environment while in

the Philippines.” (p8)

Teachers quipped that they have not
as much exposure when assessing children
authentically through online portfolio
assessment. Aside from that, teachers did
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not have a thorough preparation regarding
childcare, a significant component in
early childhood education practice in
Singapore’s educational system. Though
teachers have limited orientation about
these educational practices in Singapore,
to Shiveley and Misco (2015), teaching
in another country increases a teacher’s
global understanding of the importance
of teaching. Since they experience a new
culture, teachers become more receptive and
analytical about educational processes and
renounce their dogmatic views. Teachers
who teach in a foreign nation enhance
their pedagogical knowledge by allowing
their students to grasp diverse views and
issues from varied perspectives. It can also
be gleaned that teachers with international
experience can better appreciate diverse
cultures and identify the flaws and strengths
of their educational systems in their home
country.

Theme 3: Optimistic Regard for
Adverse Experiences— Conviction
Revealed in this study are the optimistic
regard for adverse experiences that reinforce
teachers’ conviction to thrive in working
overseas, namely: cultivation of one’s
spiritual dimension, dynamism in adapting
to cultural barriers, learning the art of
teaching by heart, local teaching experience
as a springboard for a seamless transition,
strong stance in working overseas, and
teachers’ positive regard for the profession.
In this study, it was unveiled that the
cultivation of one’s spiritual dimension can
help one to stay grounded no matter the
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difficulties one encounters in their personal
and professional life abroad.

“You must be strong enough to
handle problems and face them
because no one will help you, only
yourself. You need to be spiritually
connected with God because in
times of trouble. He is the only one
who will make you feel okay and
relaxed. Believe in Him.” (p9)

Clemens (2014) supported this finding
in his study. He stated that being away from
home for a considerable time developed
some stressors and triggered anxiety
since this experience can be isolating and
upsetting in numerous ways. They embraced
spiritual coping mechanisms to overcome
feelings of separation, misery, frustration,
and homesickness.

In terms of the adjustment to the changes
in the educational practice brought about
by the multiracial context of Singapore,
teachers’ dynamism in adapting to cultural
barriers is necessitated.

“Singapore has been adapting more
to British customs and this country
is multiracial due to the expatriates.
In this manner, diversity in teaching
is more practiced and exposed
where respect for ways, customs,
and celebration of multicultural
events are all highlighted. Thus,
making the teaching more dynamic
in nature.” (p8)

Gul and Gokce (2020) stated that
working in a foreign educational setting
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with different regulations also produces
concerns with adaptation. Participants
said they struggled to adjust to education
and school culture for a long time, owing
to a lack of prior understanding regarding
student and parent demographics. Thus, it
can be suggested that teachers must have a
proper and intensive orientation on a certain
country’s background and cultural practices
before deployment. To lessen the burden on
teachers in adapting to the norms of the host
country, they need to prepare themselves for
the tendencies that might happen and deal
with them proactively.

Apart from that, teachers stated that
learning the art of teaching by heart and
developing parent relations techniques
can help you propel your teaching job in
Singapore.

“Continue to learn more different
teaching styles, strategies, and
approaches in teaching. One must
also learn some techniques to
communicate with parents from
varied races, like Singaporeans,
Malays, Indonesians, Chinese,
Indians, and many more.” (p11)

To Serin (2017), teachers at the core
of education must respond appropriately
to their students’ learning requirements;
thus, knowing their students’ language,
being aware of their cultural values, and
promoting learning-friendly attitudes are all
vital. Therefore, it is suggested that, since
the children are still too young, a constant
collaborative effort between the school and
the home needs to be in place to track the
child’s development carefully.
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This study also revealed that local
teaching experience as a springboard
for a seamless transition, especially in a
multiracial classroom or an international
school, can be good exposure and an edge
so one can seamlessly adapt to teaching
overseas.

“I worked in a private school in
Cebu City (Philippines) that catered
to international children who are
Korean and Chinese by race but
were born in the Philippines. This
experience made me well-prepared
to teach in Singapore, for I knew that
the country was also multiracial. 1
already expected to have different
races in my class.” (p12)

DeVillar and Jiang (2012) mentioned
that having relative experience is critical
for educators to recognize the values and
beliefs of children from various cultural
backgrounds to train them effectively and
efficiently.

Additionally, it requires a strong stance
in working overseas since teachers will
be detached from their families in the
Philippines. No matter the circumstances,
ECE teachers need to have a conviction to
carry out the expectations of the job.

“It takes true dedication and
compassion to be a preschool
teacher in Singapore. You’ll be
spending most of your time with the
same group of children.” (p4)

“I must brace myself for the greater
responsibilities as well as the
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obstacles that I will face as I enter a
foreign country. [ must emotionally
and mentally train myself.” (p1)

Halicioglu (2015) explained that an
individual’s capacity to manage well with
multicultural situations is influenced by his
or her personality. As a result, the teacher’s
attributes might be detrimental if they are
not favorable to assist her in making the
essential changes to her transfer overseas.
Curiosity matters and this encompasses
a willingness to learn a foreign language,
which helps with cross-cultural adaptation
and demonstrates a better perception of the
host country. If teachers do not possess “a
tolerance for ambiguity,” they will have
difficulty teaching in other countries.

In this study, it was also revealed that
positive regard for the profession fuels the
motivation of the teachers.

“I was able to gain experience
in working with young children
with their artistic hands and little
toes. I was able to see the value of
each child and how children enjoy
exploring the world. I learned how
important a role and an influential
person a teacher is in students’

life.” (p13)

Valuing the teaching role helps them
appreciate the unfolding beauty of the
children’s development. As an outcome,
teachers can feel they have a vital role to
play, which may increase their strong sense
of purpose. To Utumapu-McBride (2013),
teachers who understand the needs and
upbringings of their students are excellent.
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Empowering learners start with recognizing
what they can provide to the classroom and
then utilizing culturally relevant approaches
to link and develop their potential to achieve
their studies. To preserve that foundation and
professionalism, teachers must continually
evolve their work in response to input from
others (such as students and colleagues).

Theme 4: Necessities for a Successful
Pursuit — Fundamentals

In this study, ECE teachers revealed that
there are necessities to pursue working
abroad successfully. These are the
fundamentals for teachers to thrive in
an international teaching arena, namely:
academic preparation, awareness of the
international education paradigm, an
adjustment in teaching pedagogy, and
bringing forth theory into practice.

The pathways to overseas teaching may
lead to achievement or disappointment,
thereby considered an uncertain undertaking.
However, the participants in this study
revealed necessities for a successful pursuit
which they appraised as the fundamentals
for a seamless transition to a foreign country.

The participants mentioned that relevant
academic preparation is key in jumpstarting
their careers as ECE teachers in Singapore.

“Relevant academic preparation in
the University plays an important
role as it helps us be open to the
different school settings/curriculum
in every part of the world.” (p2)

“As a foreigner, to be a successful
ECE teacher in Singapore, you will
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need to have a Diploma/Certificate
in Early Childhood Education and
a language proficiency test such as
IELTS.” (p5)

Teachers mentioned that university
programs provided them with theoretical
and practical knowledge of early childhood
education that is valuable in their job.
Passing a language proficiency test such
as IELTS can also be an edge for teachers
over other aspirants to obtain a teaching
job in Singapore easily. The education
ministry in Singapore sets an unbending
standard since they believe, according to
Karuppiah (2021), teachers with greater
credentials and particular expertise in
childhood development are more likely to
execute optimal quality early childhood
programs. Interactions between the teacher
and children proved to be a vital process
indicator that underpins the quality of
students’ learning experiences. The quality
learning interactions are anchored on the
professionalism and competence of the
ECE teachers, along with their backgrounds,
values, and principles.

Teachers disclosed that adjustment
in teaching pedagogy for multicultural
settings is necessitated since the preschool
curriculum in Singapore is contrary to the
academic-focused curriculum in schools that
they have experienced in the Philippines.

“I also realized that I needed to
think of more activities to engage
the children of various races due to
the play-based and authentic-based
approaches in the curriculum here
in Singapore.” (p6)
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With the presence of various races
in the classroom in Singapore, teachers’
creativity is sought to cater to their needs
using play and authentic-based approaches,
which they must implement. In addition, to
Yang and Peh (2021), a context-relevant
strategy is essential to enhance students’
learning experiences in educational settings.
Set in the specific setting of Singapore,
teachers are challenged to design curricular
experiences that meet the socio-cultural
realities.

The participants in this study stressed
that awareness of the international education
paradigm is beneficial for teachers as they
venture overseas teaching.

“Study, learn, and be exposed to
Singapore s actual classroom set-up
for both childcare and kindergarten
such as having the six learning
domains in setting up the classroom
environment.” (p8)

“I think that universities should
begin thinking of ways on how to
collaborate with the preschool
governing body in Singapore (like
ECDA) or maybe with preschools
in Singapore. They can come up
with a student exchange program or
maybe a tour for a few days/weeks
which can serve as an orientation,
whereby aspiring ECE teachers can
have an opportunity to learn the
Singapore curriculum even before
they think of working here.” (p10)

Familiarizing the Singaporean ECE
curriculum and the learning domains in
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setting up the classroom environment
can be an advantage before coming and
immersing in the teaching job. Teachers also
highlighted and hoped that higher education
institutions in the Philippines might consider
benchmarking or collaborating with the
preschools in Singapore and have Student
Exchange programs to give Filipino teachers
a glimpse of the best teaching practices
in Singapore. This finding proved to be
similar to the study of Sumalinog (2020) on
Filipino teachers abroad, where the teachers
saw the need for international internships
to be embedded in the curricular offering
of the Philippines. In addition, to Kabilan
(2013), pre-service teachers benefit greatly
from such exposure in terms of expanding
their skills and expertise, developing their
ideologies and thus their cross-cultural
effectivity, coping with new environments,
gaining a global outlook, and increasing
independence, self-confidence, and quality
of life.

According to the participants, bringing
theory into practice significantly aided
them in being successful ECE teachers in
Singapore.

“We are exposed to a variety of
languages, allowing us to become
acquainted with our students’
cultures while also learning from
them. Furthermore, the school
provided us with the autonomy to
explore what a preschool should be
like, from hands-on experiences to
authentic assessments.” (p1)

Unlike their experience in their home
country, the Philippines, where they were
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constrained to the academic-focused practice
in their schools, in Singapore, teachers are
given the autonomy and the materials to
conduct authentic assessments and practice
the theories and principles of ECE more
concretely. The promotion of authentic
evaluation is in line with Singapore’s
objective of steering away from “quantity
to quality.” To shift a curriculum from a
concentration on “quantity” to an emphasis
on “quality,” students must demonstrate
“maturity” in “taking ownership” of their
learning and teachers must “let go” of their
achievements (Koh et al., 2012).

Theme 5: Echoing the Overseas
Journey Upon Return — Impact
In the current study, the Filipino ECE
teachers in Singapore are motivated to echo
their overseas journey upon return to their
home country. It underpins the impact they
have experienced in living and working in a
foreign country, such as their experience of
anew place, professional development from
international encounters, and their interest
in sharing their experience when coming
back home.

In this study, teachers stressed that
one of the highlights of their journey is the
experience of the new place.

“The environment is clean,
beautiful, and safe as they have
tighter laws implemented in
Singapore.” (p8)

“«“

. teaching here in Singapore
will be one of the steppingstones to
teach and apply to other countries

Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 30 (4): 1473 - 1494 (2022)

such as Canada, New Zealand, and
other countries.” (p9)

According to the participants, Singapore
has a conducive environment that is clean,
beautiful, and, most importantly, safe
because of the laws being implemented.
The participants also regarded working in
Singapore as a gateway to working in other
well-developed countries. Several studies
corroborate this finding that teachers sought
to encounter new people from all walks of
life, experience new cuisines and flavors,
and travel to interesting areas close to their
locations. As a result, teachers choose to
live autonomously for personal growth and
obtain teaching experience in a multicultural
setting (Online English Teaching Jobs, n.d.;
Uytico & Abadiano, 2020).

Additionally, the participants claimed
they gained professional development from
international encounters.

“Teaching abroad helps me to
immerse new culture while gaining
professional skills. I gained more
opportunities by meeting new
people, learning international work
experience, and even getting out of
my comfort zone.” (p6)

“We are exposed to a variety of
languages, allowing us to become
acquainted with our students’
cultures while also learning from
them.” (p1)

The participants simply obtained more
opportunities by meeting new people,
getting international work experience, and
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even getting out of their comfort zones like
exploring new hobbies and learning new
skills. Participants are not only immersed in
a new culture but they are also exposed to
and eventually learn foreign languages. To
Zayed (2018), regardless of the difficulties,
teaching in a new place provides much
sense of satisfaction that money cannot
compensate for. The experience satisfied
the desire to try something new and the
ambition to make the most of it. To Shiveley
and Misco (2015), besides professional
growth and classroom experience, personal
enrichment was a significant opportunity
for teachers. This experience allows the
teacher to understand better foreign cultures
and the strong points and flaws of their own
country’s educational systems.

Further, it was revealed in this study
that teachers are determined to share their
experiences when coming back home.

“I enhanced my knowledge
about the different techniques in
handling small children, preparing
materials for a classroom set up,
and preparation of corners which
we can share to our home country.”

(p13)

Teachers’ pedagogical expertise was
developed to be keen to share their insights
if given a chance in the Philippines. From
the accounts of Serin (2017), educators with
international experience seem to be more
motivated to learn about other cultures and
have a more favorable yet critical perspective
toward their homeland. They acknowledge
that the foreign curriculum has the potential
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to generate new learning resources and
knowledge. By obtaining new ideas for
curricular improvement, teachers working
overseas may play a part in education and
learning in their home countries. At a certain
time, they may implement the relevant
aspects of the international curriculum in
their own countries.

CONCLUSION

Based on the findings, Filipino ECE
teachers’ experience in teaching overseas
can be considered their life’s turning point.
In other words, it is a decision rooted in
various motives such as an attractive salary
and other benefits, the desire to have a
supportive working environment, interest
in working in a new culture, and the pursuit
of independence and self-growth. There
are also rigors of working abroad that can
be characterized as the realities of their
overseas journey. Some of these are the
desire for familial affection, disparities in
language, culture, and ECE practices, and
the practice of discipline and responsibility
while living independently. However, the
participants demonstrate optimistic regard
for the adverse experiences that mirror their
conviction by cultivating their spirituality,
dynamism in adapting to cultural barriers,
learning the art of teaching by heart, using
the local teaching experience for a seamless
transition to the new workplace, having
strong conviction to work overseas, and
manifesting positive outlook for the teaching
profession. Teachers also considered some
necessities for a successful pursuit that can
be construed as the fundamentals in their
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journey teaching overseas. These are the
relevant academic preparation and passing
an English language proficiency test like
IELTS, contextualizing the pedagogy
for multicultural setting, being aware of
the international education paradigm,
and ascertaining that teaching theory
in ECE are reflected in practice. From
these experiences, teachers desired to
echo their overseas journey upon their
return should they be given a chance. The
impact of teaching abroad since they got
to experience a multicultural place helped
them develop professionally through the
various international encounters.

It can be construed that the Filipino ECE
teachers’ experience in a foreign country,
no matter the adversaries, has resulted
in favorable outcomes and valuable life
encounters that developed their professional,
personal, and economic facets of life. This
study provides the frame of reference for
teachers who wish to venture overseas
teaching on the circumstances they might
encounter, whether on the personal or
professional level. It also sheds light on
the education department’s efforts to
strengthen the current educational system
by highlighting the ECE programs and
services while internationalizing early
childhood education programs at higher
education institutions. Further, this can
provide a rationale for the kind of support
and policies that the Commission on Higher
Education and other government offices can
craft so that Filipino teachers can be more
successful and adaptive in a foreign country.

Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 30 (4): 1473 - 1494 (2022)

IMPLICATIONS

With the dearth of literature regarding
foreign ECE teachers in different countries,
this research has put the life of Filipino
ECE teachers in Singapore into perspective.
These encounters mirrored the various
opportunities and challenged Filipino
educators working in a foreign setting
faced. Primarily, it can help teachers prepare
for international teaching careers, adapt
to socio-cultural norms, and learn about
the host country. Further, this could also
be a benchmark to help the Philippines’
education department improve the present
educational system and internationalize
the practices of early childhood education
programs in higher education institutions.
Finally, future studies on overseas teaching
could be expanded to other areas, such as
preserving teachers’ professional identities
while learning and adapting to the foreign
countries’ norms and practices. In addition,
investigating how the foreign environment
affects other outcomes, such as educators’
job satisfaction and future career endeavors,
is also recommended. As a result, new
viewpoints and intelligent debates in the
academic community can be sparked if
desired.
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ABSTRACT

Child sexual abuse is serious in any developing country confronting children’s sexual
exploitation. Certain factors are liable for fostering child sexual abuse, and the media can
play a significant role in eradicating this issue. This research scrutinized the portrayals
of child sexual abuse in three Urdu-Pakistani newspapers by analyzing the role of the
newspapers concerning the burgeoning prevalence of child sexual abuse based on seven
categories proposed by UNICEF. The data were generated in 2019 using a purposive
sampling technique and analyzed using content analysis. The results revealed that the
newspapers analyzed followed different ethical guidelines in reporting child sexual abuse,
indicating that news reports contained details of helplines for victims. Statistically, the
study found a strong and significant relationship between child sexual abuse cases and
newspapers’ reporting, recommending scrutinizing other aspects of child sexual abuse,
especially pornography, to ensure a safer future for children in Pakistan.
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newspapers) form powerful communication
tools and information to represent the factual
picture of ongoing issues in society (Doring
& Walter, 2020). The media industry gives
the correct picture of current occurrences
and also helps to tackle difficult situations
in communities (Doring & Walter, 2020). As
noted by Dwivedi et al. (2013), an increased
dependency on media indicates the power of
these relevant information resources in life,
especially regarding social issues, e.g., child
abuse, community division, people’s rights,
diversity, and race.

However, awareness of, and information
about, these issues is only possible through
different media platforms. As a result,
society depends not only on the media; it is
also influenced by what the media sometimes
provides or highlights. For example, social
activists and welfare organizations depend
largely on the media to gain access to the
public, spread awareness, and attain public
support to sustain and preserve human
rights in general (Ye et al., 2020). In this
context, human rights and the role of the
media are a much-debated phenomenon as
the news media play their part in upholding
such rights, particularly in increasing public
and political awareness about the rights of
different groups, including children, women,
and other minorities.

Within the framework of contemporary
media trends, international laws holistically
support children’s rights and resort to all
media platforms to spread awareness.
Agboola (2020) indicated that media
platforms provide a distinguished avenue
for highlighting children’s-rights issues and
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bringing them to the fore of public debate.
Consequently, journalists are the champions
of children’s-rights advocacy. They address
the prevailing issues and emphasize the need
for a quick and effective response from those
authorities concerned.

In cases of children’s-rights violations,
they can also provide opportunities for
children to speak for themselves especially,
concerning child sexual abuse. More
particularly, we have observed a significant
increase in child sexual abuse incidents
in Pakistan. Both girls and boys confront
sexual abuse at different levels (Ali, 2019).
However, there is little research about child
sexual abuse in South Asian countries,
particularly Pakistan (Frederick, 2010).
In aiming to rectify this, this research
examines portrayals of child sexual abuse
in Pakistani newspapers. It studies whether
newspapers in Pakistan follow any ethical
guidelines regarding reporting child sexual
abuse and looks at how such matters are
presented in newspapers, using seven
categories proposed by the United Nations
International Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) (Frederick, 2010). This study’s
contribution is acknowledging the role of
newspapers in disseminating awareness of
child sexual abuse and examining whether
they follow ethical guidelines in reporting
such matters.

The following section reviews the
existing survey research regarding child
sexual abuse, particularly in Pakistan, its
leading factors to such abuse, and how it
is framed in the Pakistani newspapers. The
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data collection and analysis methods are
presented next, followed by the findings
and discussion. Finally, the paper concludes
with a summary of key findings, research
implications, limitations, and directions for
future research.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In modern society, the media play an
important role in highlighting issues
regarding human-rights infringement
(Doring & Walter, 2020) by providing
information and awareness campaigns. For
example, in their presentation of abuse, the
media play a powerful role in spreading
awareness about the infringement of human
rights in society (Khalid & Yousaf, 2018;
Salman, 2017a). McQuail (2003) defines
media as an engine of change, and now
the question arises as to what extent the
media are fulfilling their responsibilities,
particularly in terms of how their role in
spreading child-protection awareness is
important in influencing public opinion
(Awatade, 2016).

Whether or not the media have reported
any particular incident, or whether they
are just bringing the issues to the public’s
consideration, this role is of great pertinence.
News stories about child sexual abuse largely
appear in the news media (Weatherred,
2017). The media representation of such
abuse helps the public understand this social
concern’s nature and prevalence (Mejia et
al., 2012; Saint-Jacques et al., 2012). Due
to the growing number of media campaigns,
the public is now tending to act against child
molestation because they are more aware of
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it (Weatherred, 2015), and they realize that
the issue is serious and in need of attention.

In the digital media age, the public
can notice and understand such issues
(Weatherred, 2015) and help prevent child
abuse. A study conducted by Bendo and
Mitchell (2017) examined the link between
media reporting and children’s-rights
coverage in Canada and found a significant
relationship between media attention to
children’s-rights reports and cases reported
to child-protection organizations. The
media’s role is also linked to the policy
and practice of child-abuse awareness.
For example, Weatherred (2015) further
reviewed the available literature based on
geographical boundaries and found that—
at almost every level—the media play a
significant role in spreading children’s-
rights awareness. In this regard, the role
of the media in Pakistan can be of great
importance.

However, in reality, the Pakistani media
are struggling to change people’s perceptions
concerning their attitudinal change (Sabir,
2010), as reporting child sexual abuse is
prominent in Pakistan (Jabeen, 2020). Not
only do the media report the incidents, but
they also tend to focus on in-depth details.
Anne et al. (2008) acknowledged the role of
newspapers in keeping a permanent record
of news stories. Because of their huge
readership, newspapers have the potential
to influence convictions. The correlations
between newspapers and child protection
have been a focus of media debates because
new policies and legislative systems in
the media provide an independent voice
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for civil-rights advocacy (Bharati, 2004;
Dawson et al., 2012). Redefining journalism
and its ethical practices, the media today can
preserve children’s rights in a larger context
(Doring & Walter, 2020; White, 2011).

Child Sexual Abuse — An Overview

The word abuse distinguishes a state of
illegal dominance over another person’s
behavior. It can also be described as a
misuse of power and status to harass or
sabotage another person and to make the
victim more defenseless (Pucci, 2012).
Abuse is not only physical desecration
but goes beyond this to the next level. In
addition, physical and emotional abuse, and
now sexual exploitation, have become more
common (Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights [OHCHR], 1990). In
considering how to save children from
sexual abuse or harassment, the OHCHR,
in Article 34, made the following proposals,
which came into force on September 2,
1990:

“States Parties undertake to protect
the child from all forms of sexual
exploitation and sexual abuse. For
these purposes, States Parties shall,
in particular, take all appropriate
national, bilateral, and multilateral
measures to prevent: (a) The
inducement or coercion of a child
to engage in any unlawful sexual
activity; (b) The exploitative use
of children in prostitution or other
unlawful sexual practices; and (c)
The exploitative use of children
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in pornographic performances and
materials”. (OHCHR, 1990)

In 2014, across the world, one billion
children aged 2-17 faced physical,
emotional, and sexual violence. About
half of adults said that they had undergone
sexual molestation at an early age. One in 13
men and one in five women reported being
sexually exploited in childhood (Chen &
Chan, 2016; Malathi, 2016). Individuals of
every age are vulnerable to sexual assault,
but children are more defenseless, especially
female children, with around 15 million girls
reporting that they faced sexual violence
during their early teenage years (UNICEF,
2018a). In 2018, 8% of boys and 18% of
girls faced sexual harassment worldwide
(World Health Organization [WHO], 2020).

WHO defines child sexual abuse as “the
involvement of a child in sexual activity
that he or she does not fully comprehend,
is unable to give informed consent to, or
for which the child is not developmentally
prepared, or elsewhere that violates the laws
or social taboos of society” (WHO, 2020).
Although child abuse exists in Pakistan, it is
still a taboo subject. For example, Pakistani
society accepts talking about sex in general,
but talking about child sexual abuse is
immoral (Avais et al., 2020). According to
Khan et al. (2014), child sexual abuse is a
matter of explicit infringement on children
and is rooted in society. It is one of the most
sensitive sociocultural issues today, with
cases remaining unreported, unsupported,
and underrepresented. Child sexual abuse
causes serious physical, mental, and
emotional issues as children are immature
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and unprepared for such abuse. In 2015, a
massive child sexual abuse scandal came
into focus, involving more than 300 children
who were sexually abused on camera with
video clips shared widely across the country.
Most victims were under 15 years old, with
thousands of videos including scenes of
14-year-olds raping six-year-olds.

Salman (2017) confirmed that, in
Pakistan, children are abused almost
everywhere, with many cases of families
neglecting to hear complaints and failing
to confront child sexual exploitation for
many years. In 2018, seven-year-old Zainab
Ansari was found dead in a garbage heap.
After the autopsy, her rape was confirmed,
leading to a massive reaction in the media.
However, despite this huge reaction against
the sexual molestation and murder of Zainab
Ansari, child sexual exploitation is still
increasing rapidly. In May 2019, 10-year-old
Ferishta was abducted after going to play
outside, and her burnt body was later found.
Again, the autopsy report revealed sexual
molestation, but still, the molesters have not
been found. More than 1,304 children have
faced sexual molestation in Pakistan during
the past six months, including 729 girls and
575 boys (IANS, 2019).

In 2011, for example, around 50
Pakistani police officials were perpetrators
of child sexual abuse in Pakistan, as reported
by Avais et al. (Avais et al., 2020). In 2019,
2,846 cases of child sexual abuse in Pakistan
were reported by Sahill (2020), and 3,832
cases were reported in 2020 (Tahir, 2021).
Avais et al. (2020, p. 215) indicated that
children in Pakistan are exposed to sexual
abuse everywhere, “even in their own
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homes,” suggesting that government, civil
society, and religious leaders are responsible
for recognizing such matters as a major
threat to the fabric of society.

Factors Leading to Child Sexual Abuse

While discussing the role of media in
disseminating awareness of child sexual
abuse, it is crucial to highlight the alleged
motives behind such abuse. Child sexual
abuse involves different sexual activities.
Some offenders restrain their conduct from
masturbating openly in front of children or
undressing them. Others, however, tend to
perform oral sex or genital intercourse. An
early common view of sexual molesters
of children was that they were “born that
way.” Many assumed this was because
of a psychological disorder, with people
believing that the abuse was a matter of
choice by the perpetrators (Abbas & Jabeen,
2021; Richards, 2011). However, many
people proposed several other factors behind
child sex abuse, suggesting that pedophilia
is an innate orientation and that much abuse
was simply opportunistic (Ali, 2019).
Psychologically, there are mainly two
types of child sex abusers: one group
sexually abuses a child in their fantasies,
while the other performs abuse in reality in
order to satisfy their sexual needs (Tenbergen
et al., 2015). Khalid and Yousaf (2018, p.
2471) state pedophilia “is mental ataxia and
psychotic anarchy associated with a more
sexual interest in prepubescent children.”
It is directly linked with the frontal lobes,
amygdala, and hippocampus, causing anti-
social and extremely violent behavior.
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Likewise, studies have considered
the environmental reasons for sexual
attraction toward children. For example, it
is a common notion that individuals who
have confronted sexual abuse during their
childhood tend to adopt such behavior
(Stines, 2015). Furthermore, child sexual
abuse is more common in many developing
countries, including Pakistan. As people
confront extreme poverty, child abuse is a
million-dollar business. As a result, families
themselves prepare their children to be
sexually abused on camera (Ali, 2019).
They sell this pornographic content and
help organize the mafia behind child sexual
abuse (Ali, 2019). For example, the Federal
Intelligence Agency (FIA) of Pakistan has
claimed that child pornography is a business.
There is an endless trail of such crimes, and
many perpetrators face court trials (Abbas
& Jabeen, 2021; Doring & Walter, 2020).

Poverty and economic factors are
responsible for the growth of child sexual
abuse in Pakistan (Syed, 2019). Similarly,
according to Ali et al. (2020) and Hall and
Hall (2011), the “abused abuser” is a high-
perception phenomenon. Researchers claim
that people who get abused during childhood
want to gain self-esteem and confidence.
To attain these, they sexually abuse other
children (Stines, 2015).

Newspapers’ Framing of Child Sexual
Abuse in Pakistan

The media usually play a key role in defining
social problems by emphasizing a particular
aspect of an event, e.g., child sexual abuse.
Therefore, any society needs to follow
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ethical guidelines in publishing and publicly
to discuss such topics. Although such
reports and coverage help to break the
silence around child abuse, it remains a
very sensitive matter for much of society
(Tahir, 2021). The media can help empower
the public by providing information about
their basic rights and obligations. However,
they cover only a tiny percentage of child
abuse and neglect issues. For example, the
Islamabad newspaper, Azad Kashmir, and
the Gilgit Baltistan newspaper reported
2322 child sexual molestation from January
to June 2018 (Wasif, 2018). Of these
cases, 65% were from Punjab, 25% from
Sindh, 3% from Khyber Pakhtun Kha and
Islamabad, and 2% from Gilgit Baltistan.
Table 1 summarizes the most reported child
sexual abuse issues in two popular areas in
Pakistan between 2016 and 2019.

Table 1
Reported total of child sexual abuse issues in
Pakistani newspapers

Reported cases in

Year -

Punjab Lahore
2016 2676 266
2017 2168 112
2018 2403 148
2019 1502 98

Source: Tahir (2021)

Notably, 74% of cases were from rural
areas as opposed to urban areas (26 %). Such
reports have become a very serious concern
in Pakistan, as sexual exploitation continues
to lead to brutal murders (W. Shah, 2018).
However, cases of acquaintance rape are
also rapidly increasing in number. Child
sexual abuse reports from 2017 revealed
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that 1,787 cases of child sexual abuse in
Pakistan were of acquaintance rape (Avais et
al., 2020; Imdad, 2019). Several newspapers
in Pakistan have disclosed the names of the
victims of sex crimes, although it is illegal to
do so (Tahir, 2021). Such reports are mainly
due to a lack of training and understanding
of the legislation. Therefore, we propose the
following hypothesis:
H1: Newspapers in Pakistan
significantly follow ethical guidelines
in publishing child sexual abuse news
reports.

METHODS

Content analysis was used to investigate
whether the selected newspapers follow
ethical guidelines in reporting child sexual
abuse in Pakistan. It is an exploratory study
of three prominent Pakistani newspapers:
The Daily Jang, The Daily Duniya, and
The Daily Ausaf. We purposely selected
the most prominent national newspapers in
Pakistan because these are the independent
newspapers with the highest circulation.
However, in terms of data gathering and
other limitations, we used a purposive
sampling technique depending mainly upon
the language used by the newspapers, Urdu,
as this is the national language of Pakistan.

For the second step, the study developed
the initial codebook prior to beginning
to conduct the data analysis (Kyngas &
Vanhanen, 1999). Kyngas and Vanhanen
(1999) further state that as analysis of
the data proceeds, additional codes are
developed, and the initial codebook is
refined. This technique can also be applied
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to broader scientific research disciplines
because it is designated to determine the
systematic characterization of a message.

For the third step, we collected all
the news reports and stories related to
child sexual abuse for seven months, from
January 1 to July 20, 2019. This collection
period was important because it witnessed
ongoing media reports of child sexual
abuse in Pakistan (Mehkar, 2019; Mehnaz,
2018; Salman, 2017; Weatherred, 2017),
especially after Zainab Ansari was murdered
and during Ferishta’s reported case. In
addition, all the news articles published in
the selected newspapers were collected, thus
allowing us to capture 87 stories.

Keywords related to child sexual abuse
were identified to filter out relevant stories.
These words were mainly: “child abuse,”
“sexual abuse,” “child neglect,” and “child
sexuality” and were used to search through
the selected articles. After that, we filtered
out any article that did not directly mention
the seven ethical reports below. At the end
of this process, 64 were found to be related
to news of child sexual abuse issues. These
articles were then retained for further
analysis.

Coding Process

All the 87 news articles were coded, with the
unit of analysis being a single news story. A
detailed set of categories was developed for
the quantitative analysis based on relevant
literature and the current context (Fahmy et
al., 2022). After the data-gathering process,
we assigned codes for data-manipulation
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purposes. For example, if the news story
contained certain information regarding
child abuse, it was coded (1); if not, it
was coded (0). This coding technique was
applied to different “levels of abstract”
as data is converted into quantities for
statistical analysis (Assarroudi et al., 2018).
The content analysis included all the news
reports covering child sexual exploitation,
including relevant news reports published
during the selected time.

Categories

The study operationalized the term “ethical
reporting” under the seven categories
proposed by UNICEF, the National
Children’s Advocacy Center, and others
(Frederick, 2010). Frames, in terms of
ethical guidelines regarding child sexual
abuse reporting, were measured for the
following categories (unit of analysis):
Sensationalism

Helpline details

Identifying the victims

Identifying the perpetrator
Gender-sensitive code of ethics
Reporting language

Victim’s photographs

NNk =

Reliability Analysis

Furthermore, to examine the intercoder
reliability of the coding technique, one of
the authors, proficient in Urdu and English,
completed the coding of the 87 news
articles. A second person randomly coded a
selected subset of 11.5% of the entire sample
(10 articles). We conducted intercoder
reliability analysis using Krippendorft’s

1502

Alpha technique with satisfying results for
percentage agreement (o > .800). Therefore,
with @ having a value of .714, the study
affirmed that the coding technique was
reliable.

RESULTS

This study aimed to examine whether
the selected newspapers followed ethical
guidelines in reporting child sexual abuse
in Pakistan. First, the data were measured to
determine whether they were drawn from a
normally distributed population of Pakistani
newspapers. In doing so, a Gaussian test
indicated that the data were normally
distributed. Figure 1 exhibits the normal
curve distribution of the data.

The results further revealed that the
Daily Ausaf newspaper led the coverage of
child sexual abuse issues by publishing (n=
24 or 37.5%) news reports, followed by the
Daily Jang newspaper (n= 22 or 34.3%),
and the Daily Duniya newspaper (n=18 or
28.1%). Thus, the accumulative frequency
(n=64) (M= 203, SD= .854) of published
news reports in all the selected newspapers

30 Mean = 1.50
— Std. Dev = .435
— N = 64
20
104
0 T T —! T ll:l T
00 1.00 200 300 400 5.00

Figure 1. Gaussian distribution of the study data
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depicts the higher prevalence of the issues
and the news media’s focus on publishing
these incidents. Table 2 summarizes the
descriptive statistics of the coding unit.
The result affirmed a strong relationship
between the selected newspaper reports and
Pakistan’s awareness of child sexual abuse.

A Pearson correlation analysis was run
(as shown in Table 3) to test the relationship
between the ethical guidelines regarding
child sexual abuse mentioned above, and
this revealed a significant relationship
between newspapers and positive conduct
in publishing child sexual abuse reports,
with the correlation value at »=.203 and the
significance value at p > 0.013. This result
indicates that, overall, newspapers’ conduct

Table 2
Descriptive statistics for the mean and standard
deviation

concerning child abuse awareness is positive,
judiciously spreading consciousness of the
incidents, and thus our hypothesis was
supported.

Furthermore, regarding child sexual
abuse issues, the study found that the
selected newspapers embraced positive
conduct and highlighted the issue. For
example, they guaranteed the victims’
safety, avoiding sensationalism and other
related concerns. However, comparing the
Daily Jang newspaper and the Daily Duniya
newspaper, the Daily Ausaf has analogously
shown more positive and effective conduct
in publishing child sexual abuse reports. As
shown in Table 4, the correlation between
newspaper reports, sensationalism (p >
0.185), helpline (p > .0713), victims’
identity (p > 0.391), perpetrators’ identity
(p >0.623), gender-sensitive ethics (p >

Variable M SD Table 3
1. Sensationalism 152 504 Pearson correlation analysis results
2. Helpline details 1.53  .503 Correlations
3. Victim’s identity 1.94  2.593 Newspaper Code of
4. Perpetrator’s identity 1.17  .380 Ethics
5. Gender-sensitive code of ethics 1.50 .504 Newspaper  Pearson correlation 1 203
6. Language/words 1.17  .380 Sig. (2-tailed) .013
7. Photos 1.17 380 N 64
Table 4
Correlation between and within test subjects (code of ethics)
Source Items Type III Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Newspaper  Sensationalism 0.104 2 0.052 1.733 0.185
Helpline 0.101 2 0.050 0.340 0.713
Victims 0.030 2 0.015 0.953 0.391
Perpetrator 0.150 2 0.075 0.477 0.623
Ethics 0.030 2 0.015 0.953 0.391
Language/words 0.359 2 0.180 4.384 0.017
Photographs 0.030 2 0.015 0.953 0.391
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0391), and photographs (p > 0.391) all
remained insignificant, indicating that the
overall reporting patterns remained positive.
However, only one item, “language/words,”
was significant, indicating that the selected
newspapers differed in the language/words
they used to highlight and present their sexual
abuse coverage. Such findings suggested
the need for further studies examining the
language used to cover such subjects.

Furthermore, cross-tabulation validated
the research hypothesis on whether the
selected newspapers followed ethical
guidelines in reporting child sexual abuse
issues. Thus, the results explicated ethical
coverage in relation to child sexual abuse
reports. These results are briefly discussed
below:

Sensationalism in the news refers
to presenting a story that may represent
editorial prejudice and grave manipulation
of the facts (Arbaoui et al., 2020). Playing
with audience emotions and fostering
resentment, disgust, and grief are attributed
to sensationalist media reporting. Journalists
often utilize subtle and obvious ways to
gain audiences’ attention. It leads to the
public misperceiving the reported incident
and the individuals involved in the crime
(Grundlingh, 2017). However, the findings
revealed that n = 37 or 48.4% of our
selected newspapers were found to have
zero sensationalism in the language, with the
reporting style also found to be appropriate
and relevant.

In regard to helpline details, news
media can provide these details of helplines
and support centers. They can also help to
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break down the myth that the victim alone
has to suffer within his / her family. By
providing important helpline details, the
media ensure support and protection for the
victimized child (Tahir, 2021). The study
found that an average number of newspaper
reports (n = 30 or 46.9%) had details of
helplines that could aid victims in the report
and finding the criminals, counteracting the
abuse, and providing medical surveillance
of the victims.

In response to the victim’s identity,
it is clearly stated in section 8 of the
code that “no report in newspapers and
magazines would be allowed to disclose
the victim’s identity.” This identity may
include the victim’s name, school, or any
other particular that could put him/her at
risk (Shah, 2018). The study found that n =
40 or 62.5% of analyzed newspaper reports
mentioned details concerning victims and
their families. Therefore, it implies that
exposing the victim’s identity is a weak
factor in the conduct of newspapers and
the media.

Similarly, revealing the perpetrator’s
identity is fundamental in exposing the
alleged offenders (Betus et al., 2020).
Our results revealed that n = 53 or
82.8% of analyzed newspaper reports
explicitly involved all relevant identities
of the perpetrators, including names and
occupations (Abbas & Jabeen, 2021).

Furthermore, in response to the gender-
sensitive code of ethics to which all the
newspaper organizations are signed up
(Raza & Khan, 2017), it is known that
organizations under these principles are
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bound to abide by the laws in respect of
guarding females’ identities, their gender
identification, their consent regarding
granting interviews and taking pictures,
and other factors. As a result, journalists
are restricted in exaggerating or over-
simplifying incidents involving female
children and women (Smith, 2012). In this
context, our analyzed data revealed that
some (n = 32 or 50.0%) newspaper stories
indicated that there was no violation of the
gender-sensitive code of ethics, meaning
that (n = 32 or 50%) of reports were found to
be explicit violations of the gender-sensitive
code of ethics.

If improperly used, language/words can
adversely affect victims. It is fully applicable
to media reporting concerning child sexual
abuse. Reports should not contain words

99 e 9% <oy

such as “teens,” “nippers,” “juveniles,”
and “minklins” (UNICEF, 2018b). The
analyzed data found that n = 23 or 35.9%
of newspaper reports featured words such
as “teens” and “nippers.” According to
UNICEEF (2018a), using these words might
be patronizing and offensive to the victims
Lastly, our analyzed data revealed that
only n = 11 or 17.1% of newspaper reports
had photographs/pictures of incidents,
victims, or their families (Raza & Khan,
2017). These pictures were not obscured;
rather, they explicitly identified the faces
of the victims and their relatives. However,
several news stories (n = 53 or 82.8%)
did not have any graphic depictions of the
respective incidents or the victims.
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DISCUSSIONS

Child sexual abuse is growing into a
common topic in middle society, both
in urban and rural areas (Tahir, 2021).
Mainstream media outlets can educate the
public about such abuse if they consider it
part of their agenda and priorities. In terms
of knowledge of sexual and child abuse
matters in most societies, the print media
(newspapers) play a vital role. They can
help to document, and spread awareness
of, most issues in any society because they
can reach large audiences and even target
anti-social groups. Furthermore, due to
ease of access, it is convenient for them to
deliver awareness and support to the victims
through such platforms (Vilvaraj, 2017).
This study’s data showed that the selected
newspapers followed ethical guidelines in
reporting child sexual abuse, supporting
our hypothesis.

As the hypothesized newspapers
in Pakistan significantly follow ethical
guidelines in publishing reports of child
sexual abuse, we found that the selected
newspapers somehow followed ethical
guidelines in reporting child sexual abuse
issues. Also, the news coverage highlights
details of support centers where victims
can seek help and guidance. In this regard,
journalism ethics are important in the
media enjoying their freedom of expression
(Doring & Walter, 2020). Moreover, ethical
journalism not only helps the media to
protect their stability but is also used
to secure people’s trust in the media
(Chiyamwaka, 2008).
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In particular, details relating to child
sexual abuse, victim’s identity, judgmental
language, attribution to a particular race/
ethnicity, and other ethical issues should
be kept confidential. Child protection is the
priority for any media professional, and
ethics are very important (Jabeen, 2020).
Following ethical guidelines is important in
Pakistani society as this ensures that victims
are protected and honored and highlights the
growing pervasiveness of child sexual abuse
(Mehkar, 2019).

There are many examples of the vital
role played by newspapers in reporting such
matters. For example, they can increase
awareness of child abuse and children’s-
rights advocacy in general. In this regard,
the mainstream media have always helped
raise public awareness about child sexual
abuse (Doring & Walter, 2020). Lonne and
Parton (2014) stated that the media play a
very important role in highlighting child
maltreatment cases, eventually leading
to a high level of awareness. It is always
important to consider certain ethical
guidelines while reporting an incident (Ali
et al., 2020; UNICEF, 2018b).

Although the results affirmed the notion
of ethical conduct concerning news media
reporting in Pakistan, the study found a
smaller number of news stories having been
sensationalized in the selected newspapers.
It may be because sensationalized rape
stories are not merely poor reporting
examples but also an alarm call in terms
of media critiques and social activities
(Rekdal, 2017). Therefore, the overall role
of newspapers in reporting child sexual
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abuse cases is positive (Goodman et al.,
2020). Also, the publication of n = 64 cases
within six months shows that newspapers
are highly concerned about child welfare in
Pakistan. Nevertheless, on the other hand,
it all illustrates the growing prevalence of
child abuse, which is thought-provoking for
the concerned bodies.

Furthermore, the assumption here is
that newspapers are vital in highlighting
Pakistan’s social issues (e.g., child abuse).
They allow their readers to communicate
and share their feedback (Tahir, 2021).
According to Shah (2010), newspapers in
Pakistan absorb a large proportion of the
public’s attention. They focus more on
domestic issues, and child sexual abuse is
of greater significance. For example, ethical
ways of representing relevant cases in the
media provide a fair sense of the problem in
Pakistan society (Khalid & Yousaf, 2018).

In this regard, the media can also
educate children about how to tackle an
abusive situation, and perhaps children can
also learn about the magnitude of their rights
(Saunders & Goddard, 2002). The media’s
role in protecting children’s rights in general
and disseminating awareness of child sexual
exploitation has the potential to bring about
a positive societal change (Agboola, 2020;
Jabeen, 2020).

Media strategies could try altering
the public opinion toward child sexual
exploitation by informing about child abuse.
A sensible approach to spreading awareness
about child abuse weighs much due to its
potential outcomes (Weatherred, 2017).
Newspapers play their part by recognizing
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child abuse as a major social concern. They
also can increase awareness and motivate
people to act against such abuse. For this
reason, newspapers can influence people’s
perceptions about such matters and help
them look at their behaviors (Bendo &
Mitchell, 2017).

To a great extent, sporadic media
campaigns can help to increase community
knowledge about tackling such situations
effectively. They help alter people’s
attitudes, thereby counteracting child sexual
abuse in society (Saunders & Goddard,
2002). Efforts made by the media have
positively influenced law-making bodies
regarding children’s-rights preservation
policies and political responses on a broader
level (Bendo & Mitchell, 2017). Media
campaigns also help encourage people
to stand against injustice by spreading
awareness that child sexual abuse is an
infringement of human rights (Agboola,
2020; Saint-Jacques et al., 2012).

CONCLUSION

Despite the increasing prevalence of child
sexual abuse in Pakistan, few studies are
probing this phenomenon. This study
attempted to understand the role of
newspapers in disseminating awareness
of child sexual abuse. It used a content
analysis technique to scrutinize three major
newspapers in Pakistan over seven months.
Analyzing the newspapers’ reporting under
the guidelines proposed by UNICEF (e.g.,
sensationalism, helpline, identifying the
victims and perpetrator, gender-sensitive
ethical code, reporting language, and
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victim’s photographs) was important as
these were used to determine the frequency
of relevant news reports and to scrutinize
the extent to which this reporting could be
attributed to ethical conduct.

Our results revealed a positive role
played by newspapers concerning child
sexual abuse reports based on the seven
proposed categories, as the duty of
newspapers is to take rational steps to
promote public welfare (Saint-Jacques
et al., 2012). Furthermore, this study
reveals how Pakistani newspapers follow
ethical guidelines in reporting child sexual
abuse. Therefore, the assumption is that
if newspapers ensure that they follow the
code of ethics in reporting such matters,
it not only will help with the preservation
of children’s rights but will also keep
people aware of the prevalence of child
sexual exploitation, especially if they can
get the attention of local governments and
authorities (Rahim et al., 2021).

Implications

The growing prevalence of child sexual
abuse in Pakistan is a critical phenomenon.
This paper offers several implications for
such a matter in Pakistan. In this regard,
the Pakistani media should initiate more
child-abuse campaigns, targeting different
social activists and the public, as well as
updating the audience about the menace of
child sexual abuse, its social indicators, and
the prevention of child molestation (Khalid
& Yousaf, 2018). The role of newspapers
can also include demands for the judicial
system to propose new laws against child
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sexual abuse. Judicial reforms and new laws
against pedophilia in Pakistan are of great
significance. However, the slow procedure
of trials and an ineffective judicial system
have made it hard for justice to be served
(Mehkar, 2019). The media are rightly called
the eyes of society as they can pressure
local authorities to take action against any
injustice to the common person (Abbas &
Jabeen, 2021; Rahim et al., 2021).

Limitations and Future Research

This study was administered over a limited
period with restricted resources. Moreover,
very limited data concerning the growing
prevalence of child abuse in Pakistan were
obtained. So it is because child sexual abuse
cases are briskly increasing, but very little
attention is given to this issue for research
purposes. However, with the growing
pervasiveness of child sexual abuse, many
facets should be scrutinized; in particular,
child pornography is one of the highly
prevalent infringements of children’s rights
in Pakistan that should be discussed on a
broader level.

However, our study prudently analyzed
selected newspapers, and the results are
drawn accordingly. Therefore, child
sexual abuse and its other facets should be
investigated in Pakistan to ensure improved
public understanding of the issue, and that
could contribute to easing the suffering of
Pakistani children. Furthermore, based on
our existing results, there is always scope
for conducting longitudinal research to
provide more insight into how the news
media report on this sensitive topic in their
daily coverage.
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the connection between international politics that characterized
the outbreak of COVID-19, mainly between the United States of America and China and
the devastating impact of the second wave outbreak on the Nigerian economy. At the
initial stage of the pandemic on the Chinese mainland, the economy of China experienced
a significant decline. The efficacy of China’s response to COVID-19 led to a fractional
economic recovery during the pandemic. However, the internationalization of COVID-19
was greeted with a second wave in most advanced countries, such as the United States of
America, Italy, and the United Kingdom, among others. The low level of preparedness
and poor responses were comparably low in second-wave countries compared to China.
It also examines the failure of the United States of America and China to develop a global
health framework against COVID-19, as well as the Blame Game Politics that eventually
played out. The politics of shifting blame between the United States of America and China,
coupled with poor responses against COVID-19 in most Western countries, culminated
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the secondary data were generated from
textbooks, journal articles, and web-based
materials. The data generated were analyzed
using the logic induction method and
thematic analysis. The study recommends
rejigging the Nigerian economic framework
and improving revenues through an Agro-
based economy.

Keywords: China, COVID-19, economy, international
politics, Nigeria, pandemic, politicizing, United States

of America

INTRODUCTION

The outbreak of COVID-19 in China
was initially considered a Chinese affair
until the declaration of COVID-19 by the
World Health Organization (WHO) as
a global pandemic. The declaration and
internationalization of the virus caught the
international community unaware, coupled
with the low level of preparedness and
international politics that crippled the global
responses against the pandemic. The global
health emergency caused by COVID-19 also
triggered ideological rivalries between the
two dominant economic powers, the United
States of America and China. As a result, the
focus shifted from global health frameworks
to modern tragedies that characterized the
international politics of COVID-19. African
countries were eventually enmeshed in the
devastating outbreak of COVID-19 because
of the failure of superpowers to stem the
tide at the initial stage of the second wave.
The dreadful outbreaks of COVID-19 in
Nigeria and several other African countries
were not unconnected with the gratuitous
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international politics that characterized the
first and second waves. Nigeria, Africa’s
biggest market, by a considerable margin,
became a victim of the COVID-19 outbreak
amid the bipolar international politics of the
pandemic.

Worse still, President, Donald Trump,
initiated a process of halting America’s
funds to the WHO during the COVID-19
global emergency. Despite being the largest
contributor to the WHO, the aborted move by
President Trump could create unprecedented
catastrophes in the global health sector. The
United States of America has long been
one of the largest financial supporters of
the WHO. This organization has leveraged
its potential on the United States’ support
to provide succors for Nigeria and other
low-income countries. Prior to the outbreak
of COVID-19, the WHO had assisted
the world’s most vulnerable countries in
eradicating smallpox and controlling and
preventing the spread of polio, malaria,
HIV, and other diseases. Colarossi (2020)
pointed out that the allegation against the
WHO as being too lenient with China
reflected the political game. Therefore, the
expectations from Nigeria and other low-
income countries during the second wave
of COVID-19 were unpromising when
the United States of America initiated the
process of pulling out from the specialized
agency of the United Nations.

Before the new president of the United
States of America, Joe Biden rescinded
Trump’s policy against WHO, many things
had played out in Nigeria and other low-
income countries, as most of the index
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cases in African countries were traced to the
second wave of the pandemic. The Nigerian
index case was confirmed on February
25, 2020, through an Italian citizen who
returned to Nigeria from Italy to resume
business. Apart from the international
politics that escalated the global spread of
COVID-19, the economic strength of China
and the influx of Chinese expatriates around
the world also contributed immensely to the
internationalization of COVID-19 beyond
Asia. As 0f 2019, there were 12,199 Chinese
workers in Nigeria (China-African Research
Initiative, 2021). The 2020 global economic
statistics categorized China as a foreign
reserve champion with a foreign reserve
of $3.3 trillion (Slotta, 2022). China is one
of the world’s major economic hubs, with
the highest GDP after the United States of
America. However, the GDP in the world’s
second-largest economy fell by 6.8 percent
in January-March, coupled with the decline
in the global demand for its products due
to the effect of the outbreak on economies
around the world (Li, 2020).

The initial containment measures
adopted in China as a Sino response to
COVID- 19 had a profound impact on
China’s economy. Apart from the cost of
managing the pandemic, some critical
sectors were closed in China. As a result,
China’s economy contracted in the first
quarter of 2020, the first time since 1992
(Rosamond, 2020). The International
Monetary Fund also affirmed that Asian
economies had a high tendency to experience
zero growth for the first time in six decades.
National lockdowns across the regions
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made some critical sectors, such as airlines,
factories, shops, and restaurants, suffer
the greatest economic setback (Walker,
2020). For example, in the United States
of America, over 40 million Americans
applied for unemployment claims within
a few weeks of the COVID-19 outbreak,
coupled with the stern lockdown across the
country (World Economic Forum, 2020).
Conversely, during the second wave, the
United Kingdom warned that the economy
could shrink by 35 percent with a prolonged
lockdown in the country (Artkinson, 2020).
For example, in Denmark, only Companies
registered in tax havens were disqualified
from accessing financial aid. In Latin
American countries, Brazil, Peru, and Chile
are the hard-hit countries in the region, with
plummeting economies and serious financial
crises coupled with historical oil collapse
plunging the region into its rerecord-
breaking recession.

Contrarily, the African continent was
the annex of the second wave outbreak and
the major economic victim of COVID-19.
The extant fragile economies operating
before the outbreak were largely responsible
for the magnitude of economic distress
evident during the outbreak in Africa.
Most African countries battled with their
fragile economies during the protracted
second wave of COVID-19. It indicated
that COVID-19 could push most African
countries to the brink of starvation. Africa,
as the dropping ocean of hunger, recorded
more than 874 000 cases of COVID-19,
with 18,498 deaths across the continent
and 524,557 recoveries as of early August
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2020 (Shaban, 2020). Corroborating the
economic impact of COVID-19 on Africa,
the World Bank affirmed that most countries
in Africa were more vulnerable, with a
strong tendency to slip into long-term
economic recession. It was projected that
more than 50 percent of African workers
were at risk of layoffs during the protracted
second wave of the pandemic (The World
Bank, 2020).

The global oil markets determining
the economic sustainability of most oil-
producing countries in Africa confronted a
serious decline in oil prices. The inability of
OPEC to compromise on daily production
cuts as a response to the global pandemic
led to serious instability in oil prices. In
addition, the Saudi Arabia-Russia price
war had an adverse effect on the stability
of oil prices to worsen the situation. In
an attempt to pull out of the economic
quandaries, over 40 African countries
applied for emergency facilities from the
International Monetary Fund to cushion
the economic effect of the protracted
second wave. Considering the peculiar
nature of the COVID-19 outbreak and it is
devastating impact on the global economy,
it has become imperative to examine how
the international politics between the United
States of America and China escalated the
global spread of COVID-19. The study also
examines the bipolar international politics
of COVID-19 as a precipitating factor that
led to the devastating outbreak in Nigeria
and other low-income countries. Similarly,
it examines the impact of COVID-19 on the
Nigerian economy. The study draws critical
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lessons for Nigeria’s budget economy,
which has been confronted with a fiscal
crisis, with her crude oil selling for less
than half of the budget benchmark during
the protracted second wave. As a result, the
Nigerian government was tempted to slash
its budget and dipped into stabilization
savings at the Sovereign Wealth Fund
Authority to augment federation allocations,
while the excess crude account had a
balance of less than $100 million as of April
2020 (Adebulu, 2020).

Theoretical Approaches and Conceptual
Models to the Study of COVID-19

The devastating outbreak of COVID-19 has
generated several contending theoretical
postulations in the extant literature of
virology and social sciences, which are
aimed at providing academic illumination on
the causes of COVID-19 and the magnitude
of'its impact on the global economy. Despite
the rerecord-breaking tension of COVID-19
and its novelty, scholars have looked at
the newness of COVID-19 from different
perspectives. The causes of COVID-19
have generated high-profile debates among
virologists and scientists on a global scale.
From the standpoint of COVID-19 origin,
the animal source was initially considered
the major cause before the claim was
discredited when the pandemic became
more internationalized.

Also, the virus was said to have originated
in a low-grade virology laboratory as an
instrument of warfare. The epidemiology of
COVID-19 has birthed crops of contested
theories with different lines of argument. The
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inability of epidemiologists to disentangle
the major cause created pandemonium
in different countries. The situation led
to the prolonged lockdown of countries
across the globe. While predicting the
cause of an epidemic is often difficult,
predicting the cause of a pandemic from
a novel and emerging virus is even more
(Mangiarotti et al., 2020). The validity
and reliability of most predictive models
relied on numerous parameters involving
biological and social characteristics with a
high level of uncertainties. From the stance
of the Zoonotic model, COVID-19 has
revalidated the link between human health
and environmental health. As pointed out by
the United Nations Environmental Program,
with few exceptions, without animal-to-
human transmission, the current SARS-
CoV-2 virus would not have presented
itself in the form of COVID-19 (UNEP,
2021). Corroborating the Zoonotic model,
computational models, cell studies, and
animal experiments were deployed to
pinpoint the viral host that kicked off the
pandemic. Lucy van Drop (2020) observes:

There is strong evidence that the
virus originated in bats, the biggest
mystery remains how it got from
bats to people. Researchers first
started looking at the virus’ genome
to see whether they could match
it to pathogens found in other
animals. In late January 2020, a few
weeks after researchers sequenced
the SAR-CoV-2 genome, scientists
at the Wuhan Institute of Virology
posted online the sequence of a

Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 30 (4): 1513 - 1531 (2022)

Corona virus that had been stored
in their lab since being discovered
in intermediate horseshoes bat;
researchers overwhelmingly think
that it was a wild virus, which
probably passed to people through
an intermediate species. But no one
has found the virus in the wild yet.
In Yunnan province in 2013, that
genome, named RATGI3, was 96%
identical to SARS-CoV-2, making
it the closest known relative and
strongly suggesting the new virus
originated in bats. (cited in Smriti,
2020)

The United Nations Environmental
program took a similar direction. It
conceptualized COVID-19 as a zoonotic
disease with the tendency of animals to
humans transmission with significant threats
to human health. Apart from COVID-19,
there are documented zoonotic diseases
ranging from the acute respiratory syndrome
or SAR (2002); Avian influenza or bird flu
(2004); HIN1 or Swine Flu (2009); Middle
East Respiratory Syndrome or MERS
(2012); Ebola (2014-2015); Zika virus
(2015-2016) to the West Nile virus (2019)
(UNEP, 2016). Gebreyes et al. (2014) stated
that the global trend of zoonotic disease
outbreaks is alarming. According to them,
the 2016 UNEP reports flagged the disease
as a global emergency when on average,
three new infectious diseases emerge in
humans every year, and 75 percent of all
emerging infectious diseases in humans are
zoonotic.
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However, the internationalization of
COVID-19 was greeted with numerous
controversial theories. Conspiracy theory
and several other theories were deployed
to explain the internationalization of
COVID-19 as biowarfa